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To the worldwide membership of the Le- 
gion of the Tenth, who have given them- 
selves “clear away” to do the will of God 
rather than their own, and who are building 
their lives on the vital principle “that in 
all things he might have the preeminence.” 





Introduction 


HE ONE right concept of the genuine Christian 

life is that set forth in the words of inspiration— 
“that in all things he might have the preeminence.” 
Colossians 1:18. Such an ideal and such a program is 
to characterize every aspect of the life of every person 
who has chosen to become a disciple of the Founder 
and Head of the Christian faith. 

No phase of human life, no relationship, no obliga- 
tion, no association, of a Christian person lies outside 
this basic principle. “In all things” Christ is to have the 
pre-eminence—in his home, his business, his social af- 
fairs, his politics, his finances. In his choice of reading, 
his recreations, the employment of leisure time, his 
dress, his food and drink, his travel, his hobbies, and 
in all other things, his constant, unvarying, decisive in- 
quiry is to be, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 

That is the real Christian life. Nothing else, nothing 
less, is. God first—always. 

How this affects our financial affairs and business 
concerns, our prosperity and success, it is my purpose 
to explore in the chapters that follow. 

It is God’s will for His people, all His people, that 
they shall “prosper and be in health,” even as their souls 
prosper. He says so. (3 John 2.) Moreover, He would 
have them prosperous and successful in the enterprises 
and projects and businesses in which they engage. It 
brings no glory to His cause or His name that any of 
His people should be failures and bankrupts. He has 
made provision for their success, their prosperity. If 
the instruction He has given is followed, if the prin- 
ciples He has laid down are adhered to, that success 
and that prosperity are as certain as that night follows 
day. 


The principles which underlie and assure success are 
not intricate and complex. On the contrary, they are 
extremely simple. Nor do they ever fail. They are laid 
down in the ancient and holy oracles of God. He made 
them known to the ancient patriarchs, to Moses, to 
Joshua, great leaders of His people. To Joshua He 
promised, if he would adopt these principles and ap- 
ply them as he was told, “Then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good suc- 
cess.” Joshua 1:8. He makes that promise to you as 
well. 

These are the principles which are dealt with in the 
pages that follow. They originated in heaven. They 
come to men in the Book of God. They set before us 
the only successful and rewarding philosophy of life. 
They teach us to put God first in all things. It is the 
philosophy of life and relationship which is wrapped up 
in and illustrated by the example of a little girl who had 
been given 10 new pennies. She held them all in her 
hand, admiringly. Then she took one and laid it aside. 

“This,” she said, “is for Jesus.” She took a second 
and said, “This is for you, Mummy.” A third, “This is 
for you, maany: ” And on to the tenth. “And this is for 
Jesus.’ 

Her mother said, “You forgot, dear; you have already 
given one to Jesus.” 

“I know,” she replied, “but that belonged to Him; 
this is a present.” 

Pure Christianity and undefiled—“that in all things 
he might have the preeminence.” 

C. B. H. 
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CHAPTER ONE 


The Forgotten God 


E HEAR much of the “forgotten man.” I 

W would have you think now of the forgotten 

God, the God of whom we are unmindful, 

who is seldom in our thoughts and much more seldom 
in our plans. 

You will recall the king—one of great power, wealth, 
and brilliancy, but also drunken, sacrilegious, immoral, 
and proud—to whom God spoke in the handwriting 
on the wall of his palace. His retribution had come. 
The arraignment against him, however, was not that 
he was a drunkard. His pride, blasphemy, and immoral- 
ity were ignored. His condemnation was written thus: 

“The God in whose hand thy breath is, . . . hast 
thou not glorified,” or honored, or even thought of. 
For this forgetfulness of God, Belshazzar was “weighed 
in the balances, and . . . found wanting.” 

Those same balances are weighing you and me. 
They measure our thoughtlessness, our forgetfulness, 
of the God in whose hand is our breath, and from 
whom comes to us daily all that is needful to maintain 
life and health and well-being, and who is so seldom 
in our thoughts. 

On a transcontinental journey I entered the dining 
car to find but one seat vacant at a table for two. 


1] 
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The steward motioned me to it. I busied myself order- 
ing my meal. Opposite me was a middle-aged man with 
whom I fell ito the customary conversation about 
weather and food while awaiting my order. 

When my food was placed before me, I followed my 
practice of bowing my head in thanks. My companion, 
looking at me quizzically when I began my meal, said, 
“I could not help noticing you began your meal with 
prayer. Mind if I ask you some questions?” 

“Not at all; go ahead.” 

“I take it that is your usual custom?” 

"It is." 

“Why?” 

“To express my thanks for the food.” 

“Thanks to whom?” 

“To God.” 

“Why to God? The waiter brought it. What did God 
have to do with it?” 

“Much, every way. The waiter only handled it, 
served it; God produced it. The waiter is paid for his 
service; to God, who produced it, I owe my thanks.” 

“But why? Didn’t you earn it, and are you not paying 
for it? Why not thank yourself?” 

“You are an atheist?” 

“Well, put it this way—-I am a skeptic. I earn the 
food I eat by brain and hand. Why should I thank any- 
one for it, even God, provided there is a God? I 
earn it.” 


Power to Get Wealth a Divine Gilt 


In reply I pointed out that in order to earn it, in 
working with hand and brain, he had to have health 
and energy, a sound mind, a clear understanding, and 
a body capable of controlling physical and mental co- 
ordination. Moreover, he needed adequate oxygen con- 
tent in the air, a temperature that would sustain life, 
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together with the sun, millions of miles distant, with 
its health-giving rays and warmth. Most assuredly he 
needed to thank God for the abundant and necessary 
provisions which enabled him to earn money, to get 
wealth, to earn his food. 

We parted amicably, and as he went, he said, “At 
any rate, you have given me something to think about. 
Maybe you have something after all.” 

It is this principle and truth that I would have us all 
think about. Even those who are among the disciples 
of God think too little and too seldom of their complete 
dependence on God; His complaint against them is that 
He is not often, and not much, in their thought. Is 
He much in yours? 

It is here, in this neglect, this ignoring, this forget- 
fulness, this exclusion of God from our thoughts, that 
we will find the hidden cause of spiritual impoverish- 
ment and feebleness. Moreover, it is at this point we 
may discover the elusive cause of our material impov- 
erishment and lack of prosperity. 

Knowing this point of failure in human nature, this 
tendency to forget God, the Creator, in order to help 
His creatures, provided and established an arrange- 
ment which is calculated to keep God in mind and 
recognize His presence and provision in all things that 
contribute to human welfare and maintenance. It is 
called the tithing plan. This plan is not merely to main- 
tain the work of God financially. It is also to maintain 
His people spiritually and keep God in “all their 
thoughts.” 

A Vital Condition of Spiritual Life 

Anciently God separated the Levites, one of the 
tribes of Israel, to His service. They were given no in- 


heritance or lot among their brother tribes in the land 
of Canaan. The other tribes were given a portion of 
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land. Not the Levites. They were set apart to engage 
in a spiritual service, to serve the tabernacle, to carry 
forward the worship of Jehovah. 

In the performance of that service they were main- 
tained by the tithes of the whole people, their own with 
the rest, for they, too, were required to tithe. 

The whole nation tithed, as the whole church now 
should do. Our tithe recognizes God, keeps Him in 
mind, honors Him, makes Him present in every aspect 
and transaction of life, and thus makes Him real. It 
is regarding this principle of recognition of God in all 
things in human life that I would direct your minds. 
On that recognition you will discover a vital condition 
of spiritual life and blessing. 

Against His ancient people God complained, “Of 
the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast 
forgotten God that formed thee.” Deuteronomy 32:18. 

Under such a complaint His own followers were 
placed in the same status with all other men. It is this 
that is wrong with the world as a whole. God says of 
the wicked what He also says of Israel, “The wicked, 
through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after 
God: God is not in all his thoughts.” Psalm 10:4. 


Unmindful of God 


It was because God recognized this tendency to for- 
get Him, and knew the grave spiritual results that were 
bound to follow, that He issued the warning found 
so often in Deuteronomy, “Beware lest thou forget the 
Lord.” Deuteronomy 6:12. He faithfully testified to 
His people, “If thou do at all forget the Lord thy God, 
... I testify against you this day that ye shall surely 
perish.” Deuteronomy 8:19. 

Centuries later, in explaining to His people the reason 
of their loss of prosperity and their spiritual impoverish- 
ment, God said: 
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“Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy sal- 
vation, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy 
strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, 
and shalt set it with strange slips: in the day shalt thou 
make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou 
make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be 
a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.” 
Isaiah 17:10, 11. 


The Humiliating Fear of Man 


Forgetting God also results in subjecting us to the 
humiliating fear of man, as our heavenly Father fails 
not to point out: 

“Who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a 
man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall 
be made as grass; and forgettest the Lord thy maker, 
that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the 
foundations of the earth?” Isaiah 51:12, 13. 

One of the things that grieves the Lord most deeply 
in the relationship of His people to Himself is this fail- 
ure to keep Him in their thoughts, and thus in their 
lives. Listen to the grievance He prefers against them: 
“My people have forgotten me © days without number.” 
Jeremiah 2:32. 

One of the great benefits of the tithing system is that 
it brings God near and makes Him present in every 
aspect of human life. It takes Him into the workshop, 
the office, the bank, the kitchen, the family counsels, 
into the tilling of the earth and the fabrication of all 
appliances and machinery. When a man tithes his 
income, he is taking God into every department and 
realm of his life and remembering and recognizing His 
lordship over temporal and material things. 

Let me encourage you, if you have not already done 
so, to bring yourself into harmony with God’s plan of 
the tithe, and thus bring God Himself more fully into 
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your affairs and experience, and particularly into your 
thoughts, than you have ever done before. The benefit 
this will bring to you spiritually, mentally, and mate- 
rially will be a source of continuing wonder to you and 
to those about you. 


CHAPTER Two 


Repeating Adam’s Sin 


and upon all its inhabitants. Because of it the 

whole population of the globe has suffered 
under a bitter curse throughout the centuries of human 
history. 

And yet there are Christians today who are repeating 
Adam’s sin. They may not be conscious of it, but it is 
nevertheless a fact. Perhaps if they have it pointed out 
to them, they will stop it. Adam failed in a great test 
which God brought upon him. Many today are failing 
in the same test. 

God applies the same test to men today as He did 
to Adam. 

God gave Adam the world and everything in it. He 
withheld only one thing. That was one of the trees of 
the Garden of Eden, the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. This tree, He said, is Mine. You are not to 
touch it. Do not take of its fruit. Everything else I have 
given you. Enjoy these other things. But let this tree 
alone. It does not belong to you. It is Mine. 

This tree was intended to serve as a perpetual re- 
minder that all Adam held in possession had come from 
God. It was to keep ever fresh in his mind that he was 
merely the steward of God. He was to recognize and 
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acknowledge the great truth of the ownership of God 
by refraining from touching the tree. 

There is today a wrong conception of the theory of 
ownership in the world. That wrong theory not only 
brought about the fall of man, it has also caused world- 
wide suffering and loss. 

Because of this wrong theory of ownership the world 
is still unwarned regarding the great truth of the coming 
of our Lord. 

Because of this wrong theory of ownership literally 
billions of people have gone to their graves without a 
knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, whom He sent into 
the world. 


Two Theories of Ownership 


There are two theories of ownership in this world. 
One is right. The other is wrong. One is Christian. 
The other is pagan. 

It is the pagan theory which prevails today both in 
the world and very largely in the church. There are 
people in all churches who hold and practice the pagan 
theory of ownership and govern their lives by it. 

The primitive pagan conception of ownership was 
that the best title to property was conquest. Ownership 
depended upon the physical ability to get possessions 
and hold them. The right and Christian principle of 
ownership is set before us by God. He said: “All the 
earth is mine.” Exodus 19:5. He said, “The land is 
mine.” Leviticus 25:23. David said of Him, “All that 
is in the heaven and in the earth is thine.?’ 1 Chronicles 
ti ls 

When the people of Israel gave millions of dollars in 
treasure for the erection of the temple of God, David 
declared, “All things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee.” 1 Chronicles 29:14. 

David wrote, ““The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
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thereof.” Psalm 24:1. God said, “Every beast of the 
forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.” 
Psalm 50:10. God said, “The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord.” Haggai 2:8. 


Ged’s Theory and Its Acknowledgment 


That is God’s theory of ownership. He admonished 
His people to accept it and govern their lives by it. 
His people did. And see how it worked out. They rec- 
ognized that the land did not belong to them. Divine 
ownership of the land meant dominion over the fruitage 
and crops and harvest. All that the land produced 
belonged to God also. 

And so every year, in recognition and acknowledg- 
ment of this, they gave a first tithe (tenth) of all they 
raised for the support of the priests and Levites, God’s 
representatives among them. 

This was a perpetual reminder and testimony that 
they were only tenants and not owners. Their law re- 
quired a second tithe for the support of their national 
feasts. And besides these two tithes there were twelve 
kinds of offerings. They took care of the poor. Olive 
trees must not be shaken twice. The vineyards must not 
be gleaned twice. Sheaves of grain left by the reapers 
could not be sought for and gathered. All this in the 
interest of the poor. 

Then every third year there was a third tithe for the 
poor. Between one fourth and one third of their entire 
income was thus turned over for purposes which God 
had specified. With all this instruction in the true theory 
of ownership before them, it was unnecessary, when 
Jesus came, for Him to teach the principle of divine 
ownership. All He needed to do was to interpret it. 

And it is surprising to many to learn how much Jesus 
had to say about money and property. One verse in 
every six in Matthew, Mark, and Luke is on the subject 
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of money and property. Sixteen of the thirty-six parables 
of our Lord deal with the nght and wrong use of money. 
There are those today who complain because ministers 
speak so much on the subject of money. 

People clamor for what they think 1s the “gospel.” 
If this matter of money is foreign to the gospel, then 
Jesus spent much time preaching something that was 
not gospel, and much of the New Testament is taken 
up with themes foreign to the gospel. 


The Payment of Tithes 


This matter of the payment of tithes brings the same 
test to each individual as that on which Adam failed. 
It is the pagan theory of ownership which prevails in 
the world today. Go out and conquer, grasp, earn. And 
what you get is yours. 

Is it? It is this theory which is cursing mankind 
today. Might makes right? That is pagan. The Christian 
theory of ownership is different. It is men who say, 
“My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me 
this wealth.” Deuteronomy SLT. 

It is God who says, “It is he [God] that giveth _ 
power to get wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:18. So all that 
we have comes from God, even the physical strength 
and energy used to make a living. 

We should acknowledge this truth, and recognize 
God’s ownership of ail, by returning to Him that which 
He has reserved as His own. This is the tithe. 

The tithe stands in the same relation to us as the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil did to Adam. We 
ought not to touch it. If we do use it for ourselves, we 
commit the same sin Adam did; we take what does not 
belong to us. And we can expect nothing but the same 
curse to rest upon us. 

The plan which God would have every child of His 
follow is called the tithing plan. 
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It was first given as a commandment to God’s ancient 
people, the Israelites. It received the endorsement of 
Christ and His apostles in the New Testament. And 
it has been transferred to the gospel age as God’s plan 
for His people today. 

The plan is explained by God in Leviticus 27:30-32: 
“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of 
the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is 
holy unto the Lord. And if a man will at all redeem 
ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part 
thereof. And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of 
the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the 
tenth shall be holy unto the Lord.” One tenth of what 
the Lord gives us belongs to Him. So completely is it 
His that it partakes of His own character. It is “holy.” 
It never was ours. It is His. It is “holy unto the Lord.” 
For us to use it would be to use something not belonging 
to us, to take wrongfully what belongs to God, to use 
a holy thing, to profane what is sacred. This ought not 
to be done, and it cannot be done without turning what 
was designed to be a blessing into a curse. 


One Tenth Belongs to God 


One tenth of all we have—our property, our posses- 
sions, our furniture, our clothing, our food, our money, 
our income, everything from which we derive any bene- 
fit—belongs to God. We may never have known this 
and therefore may never have paid tithe. We know it 
now, and should begin instantly to pay tithe. 

Anciently the tithe was used to support those who 
ministered about “holy things.” (Numbers 18:19-24.) 
The New Testament piainly states that this ancient 
practice of tithe paying has been ordained by the Lord 
for the support of the gospel ministry in its work of 
preaching the gospel. “Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy things live of the things of the tem- 
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ple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with 
the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” 
1 Corinthians 9:13, 14. 

This makes it plain that the tithe is not for the 
purpose of building churches, for benevolent work, 
for Sabbath school offerings, or for anything of this 
character. It is solely and alone for the support of those 
who “preach the gospel,” and for the support of their 
work in preaching the gospel. Jesus endorsed the tithing 
system in Matthew 23:23. 

It is not because God needs your money and that 
the church and the gospel will fail for lack of money 
that God has established the tithing system. Not at all. 
He wants men to practice this matter of tithe paying 
because of a great principle, and because He desires to 
bless them when they recognize that principle. 

If God’s ownership of all things and our stewardship 
of the things He gives us are recognized and acknowl- 
edged by our adoption of the tithing plan, this blessing 
will become ours. 

God invites you to make a test of Him on this matter. 
He pledges His word that those who are faithful in the 
payment of tithes will receive from Him such a blessing, 
opening the very windows of heaven upon them, that 
they will not have room enough to receive it. 


Blessing or Curse 


He promises, moreover, to care for their crops, to 
keep the devourer from destroying them; to prevent the 
vine from casting its fruit before the time, and to prosper 
all the works of their hands. (Malachi 3:10-12.) 

Surely such a blessing as this means something. It 
means that we will get along better upon the nine tenths 
of our income which is left than with the ten tenths. 

To grasp the ten tenths and refuse to pay tithe means 
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bringing a curse upon ourselves. See Malachi 3:8, 9. 
Here not to pay tithe is called robbery. And of all 
things, robbing God! 

Nine tenths with God’s blessing upon it will go much 
further and accomplish much more than ten tenths with 
God’s curse upon it. 

This passage of Scripture in Malachi also discloses 
that offerings are to be made to the Lord in addition 
to the tithe. The tithe is for the specific purpose of 
supporting the gospel ministry. All the rest of God’s 
work—Sabbath school offerings, gifts to charity, foreign 
missions, home missions, church buildings, education 
—is to be supported by God’s people, not from the 
one tenth, but from the nine tenths that remain after 
the tithe is paid. “Tithes and offerings.” 

Are you paying tithe? 


CHAPTER THREE 


The Poverty of God 


FHEN YOU think of doing something for the 
poor, do not overlook God. It would be diffi- 
cult to estimate adequately the depth of His 
poverty. He does not hesitate to speak of it Himself, 
when He pleads with His people to consider His need 
and render assistance. These are His own words: “That 
there may be meat in mine house.” Malachi 3:10. 

That is how poor God is. His house lacks food. 
He brings it to the attention of His people. He begs 
that the situation be corrected, that His house may be 
furnished with food. 

This poverty of God is recognized by His follow- 
ers. Consider the finance committees of thousands of 
churches and their feverish activities in devising plans, 
campaigns, goals, budgets, and then going out on their 
thankless and undesired task of squeezing sufficient 
amounts of money out of the members and the com- 
munity, barely to run the work of the Lord for another 
year. Consider the drives that are put on in the churches 
to raise enough money to support their missionary en- 
terprises, their local church projects, to pay the preacher 
and his assistants. Consider the presidents, deans, and 
financial agents of Christian colleges, wandering up 
and down the land to scrape together in driblets here 
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and there what often one man could easily do alone, 
or a few men could do unitedly and never miss what 
they have done. 


Piteous Pleas of Dire Need 


Consider the inadequate collections taken in the 
houses of God through the land, and the piteous pleas 
of dire need put forth in connection with them. And 
consider that these begging pleas must be repeated the 
next week with even greater urgency, and the week after 
that, and on and on endlessly, because there is never 
enough in the house of God. 

It is more than distressing; it is puzzling, bewilder- 
ing. Is not this God who pleads for food the same God 
who declared, “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee”? 
Psalm 50:12. 

Indeed He is the same God who has emphatically 
declared Himself to be owner of all things. “The world 
is mine, and the fulness thereof.” Psalm 50:12. 

Moreover He has said, “I will take no bullock out of 
thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds,” and explains 
the reason: “For every beast of the forest is mine, and 
the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls 
of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are 
mine.” Psalm 50:9-11. 

It is the plain teaching of God in His Word that the 
ownership of the earth belongs to Him. His claim is 
beyond all question. “The earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” 
Psalm 24:1. ; 

Moses wrote by divine inspiration of this matter of 
God’s ownership, saying, “Behold, the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, 
with all that therein is.” Deuteronomy 10:14. 

When God brought His ancient people into the land 
of Canaan and gave it to them for a possession, He 
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made it plain that He was not divesting Himself of 
title to the land. He said, “The land shall not be sold 
for ever; for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and 
sojourners with me.” Leviticus 25:23. 

Through one of His prophets God laid emphasis not 
upon His poverty, but rather upon His wealth: “The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” Haggai 2:8. 


Ownership and Possession Not the Same 


So this poverty of God—His famine-stricken plight 
—what can it mean? He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
owning all things, silver and gold, the cattle on a thou- 
sand hills, and the thousands of cattle on no hills, the 
treasures of the earth, all its wealth, indeed, the very 
fullness thereof. How, then, is it that He is poor and 
needs beg for food to be brought to His house? 

God is indeed rich in heaven. He feels no cramping 
poverty in any other place in His vast universe, except 
on earth. 

He is indeed owner of the earth and all things therein. 
But ownership is one thing; possession is another. He 
does not possess the earth even though He is owner. 
On earth He is poor. He says so. He is poor amidst 
plenty. Other accounts may be overflowing. His are 
scant. Other cupboards may be full; His is meager. 
When luxuries abound, He does not share them. He 
must stand and plead that His people supply His need, 
“that there may be meat in mine house.” 

We do well to give some attention to this paradoxical 
condition. It may come closer to us than you may think. 
There is an explanation, and it is God who makes it. 


God Is Being Defrauded 


Looking back beyond the concept that we have been 
studying (“that there may be meat in mine house”), 
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we will discover God’s own statement of the cause of 
His earthly poverty. It is, very clearly, that He is being 
defrauded—and by His own followers. 

Can that be true of you—of me? Well, look at God’s 
statement of the cause. And look at it closely, thought- 
fully. Here it is: 

“Even from the days of your fathers ye have gone 
away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. 
Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? 

“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have 
robbed me, even this whole nation.” Malachi 3:7-9. 

God’s complaint is that He has not received a fair 
share of the world’s rewards. He has not been dealt with 
honestly in the handling and management of His prop- 
erty. He has been defrauded of that which is rightly His. 
Indeed He goes so far as to call His treatment by His 
own peopie “robbery.” As a consequence, though His 
people have plenty and have become comfortable and 
rich and can draw readily upon their accounts when and 
as they please, His department, His work, His house, 
is poor and needy and begging for bare bread. 

This, as has been pointed out, is so grave and serious 
a wrong that He goes to the length of declaring He 
has been robbed. This is not an intemperate and wild 
charge, no petulant cry, but the righteous One’s protest 
against injustice in His children’s dealings with Him. 
They have defrauded Him, shortchanged Him, cheated 
Him, robbed Him of what is rightfully His. 


A Strange and Shocking Situation 


And the more you look into this strange and shock- 
ing situation, the more clearly you will come to discover 
God has made no hasty and ill-considered complaint. 
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Rather, He has suffered long with no protest at all. 
You may think the needs of God and His house are 
often spoken of, and His poverty is dragged forward 
upon unseemly occasions and with unseemly frequency. 
When you get all the facts before you and make your 
survey wide enough and look into all the facts deeply 
enough, you will be convinced that God has suffered 
long and put up with being defrauded a thousand times 
to one protest He has made, and His prophets pass over 
this defrauding of God a hundred times to one that they 
venture to mention. 

Moreover you will be confronted with such clear 
evidence of your own participation in this injustice to 
the Lord of glory that you will return irom the study 
with faces red with shame. 

But this analysis we must go into on later pages, 
together with a study of God’s own certain remedy for — 
His poverty. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


The Poverty of God—Its Cause and Cure 


ging for food! It seems incredible. Nevertheless 

it is true. He pleads with us to correct the 
situation “that there may be meat in mine house.” 
Malachi 3:10. 

He takes us into His confidence and explains the 
cause of and reason for His poverty and need. 

It is because that which rightfully belongs to Him has 
been withheld from Him. He has been defrauded. He 
calls it “robbed.” “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me.” 

The God who is the source of eternal justice asks 
that justice be shown to Him in the division of the 
world’s rewards. His complaint is that He has not re- 
ceived a fair share, a just share. He made the world 
“and the fulness thereof.” By right of creation He 
owns all things. He owned it when it was made; He 
owns it now. 


The Cause of God’s Poverty 


But He transferred possession of it to man, whom 
He also created, and whom He also owns. He did not 
convey title of ownership. Only possession. He retained 
as His own, however, one thing. That one thing was— 
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and is—the one tenth, the tithe, of all things man has. 
it is that which man has withheld. It is that which man 
has not paid the divine Owner. It is that of which 
man has robbed God. This is what causes the poverty 
of God and brings Him in His house on earth to beg 
for food “that there may be meat in mine house.” 

it is humiliating to have to ask for that which should 
come as a matter of right and justice. It is humiliating 
to sensitive people even to ask payment of a legal note 
when it becomes due. It humiliates a merchant to ask 
for the payment of a bill for merchandise. 

So, even for the Maker of heaven and earth, it can- 
not be a pleasant thing to be compelled to ask for His 
dues. He is justly entitled to a share as owner of the 
“earth ... and the fulness thereof.” But it is not paid 
Him by those to whom He has given the use of His 
creation. So He is compelled to humiliate Himself 
and ask, not for charity, but that His rightful share 
be paid Him. 

The amount of that rightful share is readily ascer- 
tained. It is one tenth, a tithe. 

“All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy 
unto the Lord.” Leviticus 27:30. 


Are You Defrauding God? 


One tenth of all a man has “is the Lord’s.” One 
tenth of his money, of his property, of everything and 
all he has—-of his real estate, of his automobile, of all 
his possessions. It belongs to God, not-to the man. If 
the man retains possession of it, he does so wrongfully. 
It does not belong to him. To keep it, to do anything 
with it other than pay it to its rightful owner, is de- 
frauding, is “robbery.” God says so. 

If you are not a tither, then one tenth of the money 
in your pocket belongs to God. It is not yours. To keep 
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it and not pay it to God is “robbery.” You are de- 
frauding God. 

if you are not a tither, then one tenth of your in- 
come as it is earned belongs to God. To hold it and use 
it as if it were yours is to take and use that which 
belongs to Another. 

If you are not a tither, then one tenth of your prop- 
erty, possessions, and wealth, no matter if the title is 
in your name, is not yours. It belongs to Another. And 
He claims it. If you refuse to pay it to Him and hold 
and use it for yourself, then it is you He means when 
He charges “robbery.” 

Here, then, is the cause of the impoverishment of 
God. That which belongs to Him, the tithe, is wrong- 
fully withheld from Him. 


The Cure of God’s Poverty 


God does not stop with disclosing the causes of and 
the reasons for His poverty. He proceeds to make plain 
its cure, the remedy for it. He says, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house.” Malachi 3:10. 

That is the remedy. Pay God what is His. Pay, mark 
you, not give. You do not give the payment of a debt; 
you pay it. Pay Him your tithe. That will cure His 
poverty. Stop defrauding Him of His own. Settle up. 
Then, indeed, there will be food in His house and His 
work will no longer languish, but go forward. 

Have you ever done what God bids you do in this 
matter? Paid Him your-——no, not your tithe, but His 
tithe? That tenth part of what you earn is not yours. 
It is His. Have you, then, ever paid Him His tithe? 

Just what would that mean? you may inquire. That 
should not be difficult to discover. The easiest mathe- 
matical formula possible is used. One tenth. Just divide 
your money, your property, your possessions, all you 
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have, into two parts, one tenth and nine tenths. One 
part is yours—the major part, the nine tenths. The 
other part, the one tenth, is not yours. It is God’s. 
He says so. And He claims it. You have but one re- 
lationship to it—to pay it. 


What Proportion? 


Before discussing how to pay it and where, let us take 
time to make certain what is to be paid. 

God says “the tithe.” That means one tenth. In your 
case what would that mean? 

To begin with, let us suppose you have never tithed. 
In that case all that you now have is involved—your 
home, its furniture and equipment, your real estate, 
all other property, your clothes, your total possessions, 
your whole estate, all your assets. You have never, in 
the way He requires, acknowledged that these things, 
this property, these possessions, have become possible 
to you as a result of God’s blessing. He has given you 
power to get this wealth, kept you in health, given you 
work, given you a sound mind, prospered you. What 
you have you have because of His blessing, His sustain- 
ing grace. You are to recognize that and acknowledge 
it. The acknowledgment is to be made by the payment 
of tithe, of one tenth, of all He has given you. “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse.” 


Pay It! 


Very well. What would that mean in your case? It 
would mean, first of all, learning what you are worth. 
Say, $50,000. God’s part, then, which you have never 
paid, would be one tenth, or $5,000. God bids you pay 
it. And He adds that if you do it, He will bring into 
your life and into your affairs such an overwhelming 
blessing in return that you will not have capacity to 
receive it. 
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You may, however, be worth $1,000,000. In that 
case your payment to God would amount to $100,000. 
Very well, pay it. 

Or your total assets may be but $2,000. Then you 
owe God $200. You are to pay it, and God’s blessing 
will follow as He has promised. 

But this is but a beginning. This initial act is to be- 
come the habit of your life. Your income is $80 weekly. 
Eight dollars of that is not yours. It is God’s. Only $72 
belongs to you. Week by week you are to square up 
with God by the payment of that $8, or the payment 
of one tenth of whatever amount your income may 
prove to be. 

You will have many questions regarding all this. 
They will be considered as we look further into God’s 
plan of the tithe. Meanwhile you will find adequate and 
satisfactory answers to them as you just begin to follow 
that plan. 

One of the first of your questions will be, “How can 
I give up one tenth of my income and manage to get 
along on the nine tenths remaining, when, as it is now, 
I am having the utmost difficulty in making the ten 
tenths stretch so as to cover my needs?” 


The Malediction of God 


Although I shall put off a full analysis of this ques- 
tion to a later occasion, let me say this much now, and 
out of half a century’s experience of tithing: You will 
discover, with surprise but with joy, that nine tenths 
of your income, with the promised blessing of God 
upon it, will cover your needs far more adequately and 
bountifully than ten tenths of your income will do while 
you live under the malediction of God. 

For the malediction of God is what you will need to 
reckon on when and if you do not pay tithe. Look at 
His words: 
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“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have 
robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:8-10. 

There it is—the blessing and the curse. It is yours to 
choose—nine tenths with God’s blessing or ten tenths 
with God’s curse. I have no hesitation in assuring you 
that nine tenths with God’s blessing is worth infinitely 
more, and goes amazingly further, than ten tenths with 
God’s curse. 

We turn now to the question of how the tithe is to 
be paid. God’s word is to bring it into the storehouse. 
Does that mean we are to use the one tenth to help the 
poor, to build churches, to support missions, to estab- 
lish a fund or a foundation out of which our charitable, 
philanthropic, benevolent gifts are to be drawn? 

Not at all. That is not, positively not, paying tithe. 
That is not bringing “all the tithes into the storehouse.” 
That, on the contrary, is keeping the tithe out of the 
storehouse. That is not obedience to God’s command. 
It is to misunderstand His command altogether. To 
show this to be the case will be the object of a succeed- 
ing chapter. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


The Storehouse of God 


Owner, has commanded His creatures to whom 

He has conveyed possession, not title, to His 
creation: “Bring ye all the tithes [the whole tithe] into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house.” 
Malachi 3:10. 

It has been pointed out that this is a reference to the 
financial plan established by God for the support and 
promotion of His work of human salvation. 

God has a work in the earth. He has been carrying 
forward that work during all the centuries that men have 
been on the earth. It is a work for the benefit of the 
human race. Its purpose is to save mankind from the 
results of the fall. Mankind sinned, rebelled against 
God, and the race, as a consequence, is a lost race. God 
has made provision to save lost mankind. His work is 
the glorious and divine work of salvation. 

This saving work, the work of human redemption, 
God has been engaged in ever since the fall. There has 
been no time, not even a moment of time, for the past 
six thousand years, when God has not been actively and 
diligently about the work of saving lost men. “God is my 
King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.” 
Psalm 74:12. 


"Tow CREATOR of the earth, and therefore its 
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The Plan of Salvation 


It is needless to say that God has gone about His 
work intelligently and wisely. He has all knowledge. 
He is the very essence of wisdom. His plans are ade- 
quate for the complete fulfillment of His purposes. He 
knows how to redeem mankind. He has made adequate 
provision to do so. His plan is a perfect one. It is known 
as the plan of salvation. 

This salvation is wholly of God. Man has no part in 
providing it. It is offered to men as a free gift. It is all 
of grace. 

The proclamation of this salvation, however, God 
shares with men, those whom He has saved. To His 
redeemed people, His church, He has said, “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark 16:15, 16. 

Moreover He has devised and appointed a wise and 
wholly adequate plan for the support and maintenance 
of His church and His workmen in carrying the “good 
news” of His salvation to “every creature.” When that 
divinely arranged and divinely appointed plan is ac- 
cepted and used by His redeemed people, it will be 
found wholly adequate to accomplish the world mission 
of His church. Weakness and inadequacy come into the 
work of the church just in proportion to the degree that 
the divine plan is neglected, or ignored, or unused. 


God’s Messengers and Heralds 


From the time of the fall of man, in all the centuries 
since, there have been servants of the Lord, whom 
He Himself has called and commissioned, who have 
devoted themselves to proclaim His salvation. God has 
committed to them the promotion, the propagation, 
the proclamation of His great work of redemption. They 
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have been His messengers, His heralds, His watch- 
men, His undershepherds. Always through such human 
agents He has worked to save other men. 

At different times they have been known by various 
titles, such as priests, patriarchs, prophets, Levites, 
elders, apostles, preachers, ministers, evangelists, pas- 
tors, helpers, etc. They have been God’s men, chosen 
of Him to carry forward the work of proclaiming the 
gospel, the divine plan of salvation. 

These agents of God have labored for the lost and 
the perishing. They have been, and are, an essential 
part of the grand arrangement of salvation which the 
Godhead planned even before the fall. 

Is it conceivable that God has devised or would 
devise a system for the worldwide proclamation of the 
gospel of salvation which would leave His divinely 
chosen workmen without support and maintenance? 
Is it possible that He left such servants, engaged as they 
are in the highest and most important work ever given 
to men, dependent upon chance or upon the whim and 
caprice, the will or pleasure, of the people? That does 
not seem like the God of order and of wisdom whom 
the Bible sets forth. 


An Exact Proportion Required 


On the contrary God has ordained it to be the duty 
of His creatures, those who are benefited by the gospel, 
to pay a specified and definite part of their substance 
and possessions into the treasury of His church for the 
support of His called and commissioned servants who 
devote themselves to the proclamation of His evangel 
in order that His salvation may be made known to 
“every creature.” 

He has not left us in the dark or in any uncertainty 
about the amount that His people are to pay for this 
purpose. He has taken particular pains to designate 
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how much, the exact proportion, of each person’s sub- 
stance this should be. He has not left this to the gen- 
erosity or parsimony, the good will or the covetousness, 
of those benefited by the labor of God’s servants. He 
has not left this matter of great importance optional 
with His followers. To have done so, to have left at 
the whim of believers whether His special servants shall 
be sustained or left to suffer or be driven from His work 
to other employment, would have placed His work in 
jeopardy of curtailment and defeat. 

Consequently, and as we might expect, God has 
established a system by which the maintenance of His 
work of salvation and His workmen are to be met and 
supplied. 

This is ike God. Throughout His creation all things 
are arranged in complete harmony. His laws cover 
every requirement. He cares for the needs of all man- 
kind, together with the animal creation. It would be an 
amazing thing if He were to leave without provision the 
necessities of His church and those whom He called 
to do His work. 


The Support of God’s Ministers 


It scarcely needs to be pointed out that those who 
dedicate themselves to the work of God, in response to 
His call, must have food, and clothes, and shelter; that 
their expenses in carrying forward the work of God 
must be provided; that they must be supplied with tools 
and equipment to perform properly their important 
duties; and that all other necessities of. life must be 
provided. If they are obliged to obtain their support by 
the ordinary employment of other men, if they provide 
their necessities as do other men, then they will be 
unable to devote as much attention, time, and energy 
to the special work to which they have been divinely 
called. In this way they would be hindered in their 
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work, the cause of God would suffer a great loss, and 
the souls of men would be ruined. 

So God has taken it upon Himself to provide a sys- 
tem, to perfect an arrangement, by which, when it is 
adopted and put into practice by His people, His spe- 
cial servants who devote their lives to His cause, re- 
nouncing the honors and wealth of the world, leaving 
home and associations for the Lord’s sake, shall have 
their needs supplied and their work supported. 


The Tithing System 


The system which God has provided to maintain the 
work of salvation and support and provide for the 
needs of those who are the heralds of that salvation is 
the tithing system. The part you have in it is carried 
out when you heed His invitation and obey His com- 
mand, “Bring ye all the tithes [the whole tithe] into the 
storehouse.” 

Examine these words with care. You are to “bring” 
something—not donate it, or give it, but “bring” it. 
It is not something of your own. It is something you 
have in possession, but which belongs to God. You 
cannot give it, for it is not yours. You do not give things 
to the rightful owner to whom they already belong. You 
bring them, you pay them. “The tithe . . . is the Lord’s.” 
Bring it. 

“Bring ye.” It applies to each one. All are to bring it 
and thus acknowledge that all they possess has been 
given them of God’s goodness. It is an individual mat- 
ter. Every person comes under the obligation of the 
tithe. “Bring ye.” Have you done it? Will you do it? 


The Whole Tithe Into the Storehouse 


Bring what? “All the tithes.” All, mind you. Another 
version puts it, “The whole tithe.” The whole one 
tenth. 
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Bring it where? “Into the storehouse.” Where would 
that be? The Hebrew word here translated “storehouse” 
is otsar. It occurs 78 times in the Old Testament. Its 
essential meaning is readily determined when it is 
pointed out that in addition to the English word used 
in this passage, it is also translated “armory,” “garner,” 
“store,” “treasury.” It is to be brought into some cen- 
tral place of accumulation, of storage, of concentration 
of the tithe amounts of all the individuals of a group, 
from which all the special servants of God may receive 
the amount which will provide for them individually 
together with the needs of their holy work. 

How completely the words of this passage demolish 
the idea adopted by many believers that they are com- 
plying with the Lord’s tithing commandment when they 
use their one tenth to provide themselves a fund to dis- 
burse for their benevolences! 

No part of the tithe is to be donated by the tither to 
the construction of a church building. It is not ours to 
donate. “The tithe . . . is the Lord’s.” He has decided 
its use. He has told us what we are to do with it. We 
are to bring it into His treasury, His storehouse. Pay- 
ing it, or any part of it, into the cost of a church build- 
ing is not bringing it into His storehouse. It is keeping 
it out of His storehouse. It is not obeying Him. It is 
disobeying Him. It is not complying with His deci- 
sion regarding its use. It is substituting our decision 
for His. It is not paying tithe at all. It is defrauding, 
“robbing” God. God says so. 

The tithe was dedicated to the maintenance of divine 
worship and the heralding of the salvation of God. 
Churches for worship and preaching are necessary to 
that work, of course. They are, however, to be pro- 
vided from sources other than the tithe. The tithe, by 
God’s own arrangement and command, was to be used 
for one thing only, the preaching of salvation. 
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For that purpose each person paying tithe is to pro- 
ceed in but one way—he is to bring the whole tithe, 
the entire one tenth, into the “storehouse,” without 
diminishing it by any contributions he may desire to 
make to the poor, to missions, to education, to charity, 
to church expense, or for any benevolent or philan- 
thropic purpose whatever. The whole tithe is to be used 
only as God has already decided, not as the tither him- 
self may decide. He has no control over it. It is not his. 
It is, all of it, God’s. It must be brought into the store- 
house if we are to obey God. Nothing less, nothing 
other, will meet the divine requirement. Nothing else 
is tithing. 

“The storehouse.” What is it? Where shall we de- 
posit, “bring,” or pay our tithe in compliance with this 
command of God? 


The Christian Sterehouse 


Anciently when the tithe was paid in kind of the 
harvest of grain and vineyard and orchard and field 
and herd and flock, the produce was garnered, and one 
tenth brought to the tabernacle, later the temple. In the 
temple there were rooms, or “treasuries,” where this 
tithe was collected and used for the purpose appointed 
by God: the maintenance of the teaching ministry of 
His special servants, the priests and Levites. 

In the Christian church God has His treasury, His 
storehouse. Officers are selected by His people and 
charged with the financial arrangements and responsi- 
bilities of His work. Each church has its treasurer, 
whose duty it is to receive the contributions and tithe 
of the members and disburse them in ways appointed. 

But even the church treasurer has no choice, no 
option, no decision to make, regarding the use of the 
tithe. That is money of a special character which must 
be used in but one way. And God has determined that 
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way. It is money quite different from all other money 
in a treasurer’s possession. God declares it to be 
“holy.” As the Sabbath day is set apart from all other 
days and is different because it is “holy,” so the tithe 
has been set apart from all other money and is different 
because it, too, is “holy.” 

So let us be careful that its holy character is main- 
tained, and that the tithe we pay is used only as God 
has determined for the support and maintenance of the 
holy work of those who preach the gospel of salvation. 
Let us be scrupulously careful to “bring . . . the whole 
tithe into the store-house” (American Standard Ver- 
sion), as God has commanded. 


CHAPTER Six 


The Divine, Never-Failing Recipe 
for a Happy Life 


HE PURSUIT of happiness” is one of the “cer- 

tain unalienable rights” with which “all men” 

have been been “endowed by their Creator,” and 

for which “governments are instituted among men,” 

if we are to believe the American Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. | 

Pursuing happiness and possessing it, however, are 
two quite different things. The quest for happiness is 
universal. All men want it, yearn for it, seek it. But 
few attain it. , 

From the beginning of human life on this planet men 
have sought diligently and persistently to obtain knowl- 
edge of the basic and certain rules by which happiness 
_ may be obtained. 

They have proceeded on the assumption that there 
must exist some fixed and established principles which, 
if they can be discovered and applied, will, with posi- 
tive and unfailing certainty, result in great and su- 
premely satisfying happiness and contentment. 


The Basic Rules of Happiness 


There are such rules, principles, laws. They apply to 
every individual. They never fail to work. The most im- 
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portant thing in human life is to learn them and put 
them into operation as the basic and controlling prin- 
ciples of one’s own life. Does that mean anything to 
you? Do you care to know them and apply them? 
You can do both. 

The principles and rules which assure and positively 
guarantee happiness are not complex, indefinite, con- 
fused, difficult to learn, or hard to understand. They 
are so simple as to be positively rudimentary. A child 
can learn and apply them. Many children have. Never- 
theless plain and simple as they are, the world’s schol- 
ars and philosophers, with all their wisdom and sagacity, 
have not learned them or, at least, have failed to apply 
them. 

The Bible makes plain that there is a divine philos~- 
ophy underlying human life as well as human history. 
Human existence is not a haphazard thing. It is neither 
governed nor controlled by a fortuitous combination of 
unrelated and meaningless chances. A right under- 
standing of this divine philosophy will disclose that 
happiness is dependent not on our relation to men and 
things and circumstances, but rather upon our relation- 
ship to God. 

The determining factor in the pursuit, the attainment, 
and the maintenance of happiness will be found in our 
individual attitude toward and our relationship to God 
and His purpose and will for us. 


In Tune With the Infinite 


This is disclosed again and again throughout the 
Bible record of God’s dealings with His people. It was 
set forth with great clarity by Moses when Israel was 
about to enter the Land of Promise, there to be estab- 
lished as the nation and the people of God. To Israel 
at that time a special message was delivered by Moses, 
who received it from God, in which certain significant 
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principles are set forth. This is the message of God 
delivered by Moses: 

“All the commandments which I command thee this 
day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and mul- 
tiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord 
sware unto your fathers. And thou shalt remember all 
the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty 
years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove 
thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou 
wouldest keep his commandments, or no. And he hum- 
bled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee 
with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know; that he might make thee know that man 
doth not live by bread only, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live. 
Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy 
foot swell, these forty years. Thou shalt also consider 
in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the 
Lord thy God chasteneth thee. Therefore thou shalt 
keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, to walk 
in his ways, and to fear him.” Deuteronomy 8:1-6. 

With this impressive statement let me direct atten- 
tion to another statement made by our Lord at the time 
He established the solemn ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per and the ordinance of humility, or foot washing. You 
will find it set forth in John 13:17, and its very sim- 
plicity is most impressive. This is it: 

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.” 

There it is—the statement of an eternal principle 
which always works, never fails. 


Knowing—-Doing——-Happiness 


Knowing—doing—happiness. It is as simple as that. 
The formula was spoken by the most authoritative 
Teacher the world has ever known, the Teacher sent 
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from God. It was spoken in connection with the estab- 
lishment of a Christian ordinance now nearly aban- 
doned. But it is true of all knowledge of God’s truth 
and God’s will. 

There is something about knowing that which is 
true which makes all life different, and alters our atti- 
tude and relationship to all aspects of human life. 

No one who has at one time understood and believed 
the truth of God can ever again be the same. No one 
ever really gets away from, manages to free himself of, 
God’s message of truth, having once believed it. He 
may not live it, may not do it. But it remains with him, 
a continual ferment in his heart. Either he will be better 
for it, or worse. His life cannot possibly be the same 
as it would have been had he not known it. 

And if, once knowing, he does not do, does not real- 
ize his ideal, does not reach his standards fixed by his 
knowledge, his whole life will sink to a lower level from 
that time onward. If he knows, and does not do, he is 
not happy. He cannot be. 


Begins With Knowledge 


The Christian life begins with knowledge. “If ye 
know these things.” Knowledge comes first. It is a 
primary necessity. It does matter what we believe. 
Knowledge is always one of the springs and sources of 
action. “Conduct,” Matthew Arnold says, “is three 
fourths of life.” Very well, the remaining one fourth is 
the motive power of the three. A train is always much 
longer than the engine, but it is the enginé which pro- 
duces the motive power. Each building is larger than 
its foundation, but the foundation is also essential; 
there could be no superstructure without it. The tree 
may be much wider than its roots, but it is the roots 
which give life. So knowledge is absolutely essential. 

In all his writings Paul emphasized this basic need 
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of knowledge, “sound doctrine.” It preserves us from 
error of every kind. A clear conception of Christian 
truth will constitute our greatest protection from error. 

It is worthwhile to notice the three stages of the 
Christian life mentioned in 1 John 2:12-14. Spiritually 
speaking the little children are those who have; the 
young men those who are; the fathers those who 
know. 

What, then, do you know? Do you know that you 
are a Christian, that Christ has forgiven your sins, that 
everything is clear between you and God, that Christ 
is your Lord and Master? Do you know that Christ for 
you is your atoning sacrifice; that Christ in you is your 
living power; that Christ under you is your sure foun- 
dation; that Christ around you is your wall of fire; that 
Christ beside you is your perfect pattern; that Christ 
over you is your blessed Master; that Christ before you 
is your everlasting heritage? Then, indeed, you are 


happy. 
Knowledge to Proceed to Action 


But the Christian life does not stop with knowing. 
It proceeds to action. “If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.” 

Christianity is more than a creed; it is a life. If 
knowledge is the spring of action, action is the end 
of knowledge. 

There are two words in the New Testament which 
sum up the command to “do them.” They are “walk” 
and “work.” They may be stated as character and con- 
duct, or holiness and service. 

The “walk” comes first. Sometimes it is connected 
with sincerity, as in Genesis 17:1, where God says to 
Abraham, “Walk before me, and be thou perfect.” At 
other times it is connected with obedience, as in 
Deuteronomy 13:4: “Ye shall walk after the Lord 
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your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, 
and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave 
unto him.” 

Sometimes it is connected with union with God; we 
are to walk in Him. Then with fellowship, walking with 
Him, as in Malachi 2:6: “He walked with me in peace 
and equity.” 

It is so used perhaps because walking is one of three 
perfect forms of exercise, in which every faculty and 
power of our physical being are brought into play. 
There are other forms of exercise as enjoyable, no 
doubt, which do not do this, but walking, running, and 
swimming do. The “walk” of the Christian life is in- 
tended to bring out every faculty of our spiritual being. 

By doing “these things,” we start with the act and 
then go on to habit and character. Impressions of truth 
and right which are not transformed into acts are in 
vain. If we are not putting into practice what we know, 
we are already losing it. 


Doing What We Know 


It is just here that so many Christians fail, and fail, 
and fail. They are not doing what they know, all that 
they know. Consequently habits are not forming; char- 
acter is not being made. They know so many things 
which they do not do. 

Will you stop here and ask yourself how many things 
you know which you are not doing? 

If we do what we know, all we know, then action de- 
velops into habit, and habit becomes easy. In this way 
prayer becomes easy, or, as we say, habitual; medita- 
tion on the Bible, easy; making time for prayer and 
Bible study, easy; surrender, easy; obedience, easy. 

And—it never fails—so doing, so walking, the Chris- 
tian finds his life culminating in happiness. “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” Oh, the hap- 
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piness, the blessedness, of spiritual peace, power, pro- 
vision, . permanence, obedience, putting into practice 
what we know! What happiness it is to exert the influ- 
ence of an obedient and right life! 

A Christian woman, walking home from the train 
station one night, found a girl near the gateway of her 
house. She took her in, ministered to her needs, gave 
her a bed, discovered she was desperately ill, made suit- 
able arrangements for her care, for medical aid, for 
hospitalization. Then the hospital sent for her with the 
word that the end was near. She leaned over the bed to 
speak to the girl about dying, to be greeted with the 
words, “I have not found it hard to think about God 
since I saw you.” 

Is there anything in the world higher than that, more 
deeply satisfying than that—that those about us find it 
easier to think of God by reason of our life? Truly, 
“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 


Do You Do All You Know? 


What do you know? Many things, I am sure. Are 
you doing them—all of them? All that you know? If 
you are not doing what you know, elements of weak- 
ness are being built into your life. If you are doing 
what you know, elements of strength are coming to you 
day by day. If you are not doing what you know, you 
are not happy; you cannot be. 

Will you examine yourself just now? Pass in review 
what you know, and what you do. Do you know any 
duty to God, any duty, mind you, that you are neglect- 
ing? If so, God help you, for you are failing to get 
ready for the tests ahead of you. 

We have been studying together about the tithe, the 
one tenth of all we possess, of all we earn, that belongs 
to God. He says it is His. He declares we are to bring 
“all the tithes” into His storehouse. He promises that, 
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knowing this duty, if we do it, He will pour out such a 
blessing, such a happiness, upon us that it will overflow 
and we will be unable to contain it all. We will be over- 
whelmed with happiness, with blessedness. 

Very weil, you know about tithing. Are you doing it? 
Will you do it? Is it not time for us to determine now 
that we shall live up to the truth that we know, that we 
shall not stop with knowing, but go on to doing? 

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 
I want that happiness. Will you share it with me? 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


Advanced Knowledge Conditioned 
on Obedience 


doing what we know to be right. “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 
Knowing—doing——happiness—it never fails. 

But there is more to be said on this matter of knowl- 
edge and obedience than this. Let me now direct your 
thought to two Bible definitions of sin. This is the first 
definition: ““Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Romans 
14:23. 

Here is the second definition: “To him that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” James 
4:17. 

Will you look closely at this analysis of sin and then 
ask yourself the question, In the searching light these 
passages throw upon the matter, am I committing sin 
in my neglect to obey God in this matter of paying the 
tithe? 


JH "ccine wt we have learned, is the result of 


A Basic Principle 


As you do this, I would bring before you a basic 
principle laid down by the world’s most authoritative 
Teacher, Jesus Christ. It is set forth in John 7:17, and 
its words are these: “Jf any man will do his will, he shall 
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know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myself.” 

Jesus was teaching in the temple. The Jews were 
astonished at the profound truths He uttered. Unlike 
their rabbis and scribes, He had never enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of scholastic training, never been educated in 
their schools, was unlettered, and destitute of the mental 
discipline and power of address which come, ordinarily, 
only as the consequence of years of patient devotion 
to books and study. They put their amazement into 
words: “How knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned?” John 7:15. 

Notwithstanding what they considered His lack of 
education, they discerned that He was the very prince 
of orators. His knowledge of divine truth surpassed 
that of their wisest and most renowned teachers. His 
manner of expressing and proclaiming that truth was 
of singular and thrilling power. Even those who op- 
posed Him were forced to admit, “Never man spake 
like this man.” 


Whence Comes Knowledge? 


Amazed at this impressive display of wisdom and 
knowledge and truth regarding divine things, they ex- 
claim: “How is this? Where does this Man get His 
knowledge? How does He know letters, having never 
learned?” 

Jesus answers their questions. He tells them there 
is no special mystery about it. First, He is divine, the 
Son of God, expressly come from God. in order to 
reveal these great divine truths. “My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me.” Verse 16. 

Being divine, He, of course, knows these great truths; 
and His very ability thus to speak of divine things, 
having never been taught, is itself proof of His deity 
and authentication of His Messiahship. 
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But quite apart from all that, and considering Him- 
self only in His humanity, there is, He adds, a second 
explanation of this marvelous knowledge of His of di- 
vine things. 

And it is here I would have you give the most scrupu- 
lous attention, for He proceeds to lay down a profound 
and universal law which applies to you as well as to 
Himself. If you desire to enter into the fullness of the 
knowledge of divine truth and understanding of the 
divine will, this is the infallible rule for doing so. 


Obedience Issues in Knowledge 


This knowledge displayed by Him, so much aston- 
ishing them, has come to Him in His humanity, He 
declares, as the result and reward of His cheerful 
and constant and instant obedience to God. That is, 
insofar as He, in His humanity, knew the will of God, 
He also promptly did it. That, He says, is the whole 
secret. 

As He had and knew His Father’s commandments, 
He did them. He did not brace against them, or object 
to them, or advance arguments against them. He car- 
ried them out in His life, conduct, and practice. 


Deep and Wonderful Knowledge of God 


Every person may know God, and the revelation 
which God has made and is making of Himself, by 
obeying God. In divine things obedience is the way of 
knowledge, of saving knowledge. 

Divine truth, if and when obeyed, so far as already 
divinely revealed to a soul, so far as already known, 
will authenticate itself and demonstrate itself to the 
soul as divine and as_ true; it will disclose itself to 
the obedient one and lead him out and onward into the 
possession of other and greater and larger and more 
important truths, . 
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The soul that knows anything of God and obeys what 
he knows, putting it into practice, living it, doing it, 
shall ever also know more of Him. 


The Simple Test of Personal Practice 


if any man, therefore, wants to know the truth, let 
him obey the truth he already knows. Let him put it 
to the one simple test of personal practice. Jesus said, 
If any man doubts or is uncertain whether I am the 
Christ, whether My teachings are divine truth, instead 
of seeking to solve the question by the exercise of rea- 
son, by a mere intellectual grappling with the difficulties 
which confront him, let him begin by submitting his 
difficulties at once to the pragmatic test, the test of 
actual experimental doing. Let him make a good, hon- 
est trial of it. 

As a result of such personal test of truth as the wit- 
ness of his own experience with it, he shall know that 
Jesus is the Christ, that the Bible is the Word of God, 
that Christianity is, indeed, the revelation to our lost 
world of the infinite love and grace of God. 


The Best Way to Knowledge 


The great truth which the Saviour of the world here 
teaches us is that, in respect to spiritual things, we at- 
tain our truest knowledge and certainty by doing them. 
Obedience is the most direct, the best way to knowl- 
edge. 

Throughout all the Scriptures this truth is disclosed: 
“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and 
he will shew them his covenant.” Psalm 25:14. — 

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will mani- 
fest myself to him.” John 14:21. “Then spake Jesus 
again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
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he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.” John 8:12. 

These passages—-and there are many others like them 
—are God’s declaration of this law of His spiritual 
kingdom. They state the fact that God is ever eager to 
reveal Himself to the humble, sincere, and obedient 
soul. To all whose eyes are turned heavenward, who 
listen and wait to hear what God says to them, and who 
then, instantly and fully and joyously, do the will of 
God, He will reveal Himself. 

These, the Scripture declares, are the ones to whom 
God will show His glory and make clear His truth. 


A Book of DWlustrations 


The Bible is more than a Book of teaching, of doc- 
trine, of truth. It is also a book of illustrations. It not 
only sets forth divine truth in systematic statements but 
it also illustrates these truths. And so the Bible illus- 
trates this divine law: Divine knowledge and blessing 
always come to us in the way of obedience. 

Consider the children of Israel, in obedience to God’s 
command, as they came trustingly right to the edge of 
the Red Sea. As, in obedience, they stepped into the 
waters, the waters receded, the sea opened, and they 
passed through. 

The priests, in obedience to God’s directions, stepped 
into the River Jordan. The waters parted. 

Abraham, in absolute and unfaltering obedience, ac- 
tually bound his son Isaac to the altar and raised his 
knife to make the sacrifice complete. God provided 
another victim. 

Naaman, in obedience to God, was in the act of wash- 
ing himself seven times in the Jordan. He was healed. 

The man with the withered hand actually tried to 
stretch it out when Jesus told him to do it. In the very 
effort he received divine strength to do it. 
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The women who desired to anoint the Saviour came 
in the gray dawn of the resurrection morning to do so. 
They found the great stone rolled away. 

Peter was liberated from his bonds, led to the iron 
gate of the prison, and it opened of its own accord, 
swung by invisible divine power. 

The Bible teems with such illustrations. That obe- 
dience is the way of blessing, of knowledge, of spiritual 
growth and development, is one of the great lessons 
which God is seeking to teach us. 


Knowing—Doing—Happiness—Enlarged Knowledge 


So we can now add another ingredient to the formula 
of the former study. There we put it together this way: 
knowing, doing, happiness. This we found in the words 
of our Lord: “If ye know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do them.” 

From the further words of our Lord we now learn 
something more. “If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine.” Not only happiness results from 
doing what we know but also greater and ever-enlarg- 
ing knowledge. As we walk in the light we have, there 
is ever-increasing light. Knowing, doing, happiness, 
enlarged knowledge. 

And to that there is no end. Knowing, doing, happi- 
ness, more knowledge, additional doing, greater hap- 
piness, ever-widening horizons of knowledge—and so 
on and on and on, endlessly. 

It is a never-failing law. It works. It comes from 
God. The sure road to happiness, the. certain way to 
knowledge of God and His will. 

Now apply this unvarying and infallible rule to the 
truth of the tithe, which we have been engaged in 
examining. We have learned this truth from the Word 
of God. One tenth of our possessions belongs to God. 
Payment of that one tenth has been commanded by 
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God. This we know. Very well, this we do. What then? 
Happiness. Overwhelming happiness. Blessedness be- 
yond containment. 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now here- 
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing [hap- 
piness], that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it.” Malachi 3:10. 

God invites you to test Him on this point. “Bring 
ye the whole tithe.” That is His commandment to you. 
You are to do it. As you do it, overwhelming happiness 
comes to you, and ever-enlarging knowledge. 

“Prove me now herewith.” That is, by doing this, 
and see “if I will not . . . pour you out a blessing’— 
such abounding happiness, such enlarged knowledge 
—‘“that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

Try it, my friend, try it. Prove God in the way He 
suggests. Obedience is the certain way to happiness and 
saving knowledge. 

Remember always that just as this is true, so its 
opposite is equally true. Refusal to obey brings the 
exact opposite of happiness and blessing. “To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
James 4:17, 


CHAPTER EIGHT 


Enlarged Blessedmess Assured the Obedient 


way to happiness and increased knowledge is 

taught not only in the passages of Scripture which 
we have examined but also by the very nature of the 
Christian life. Spiritual light and life and strength and 
blessing in continually larger measure can come only 
to those who faithfully use God’s gifts to them in the 
measure He has already granted them. 

God does not waste His gifts. The Holy Spirit will 
not give enlarged light to him who shuts his eyes to the 
light he already has. | 

Only when we rightly use what we already have 
does God send us more. Only when we go trustingly 
on do we also get farther on in the way of eternal 
salvation. 

Only when we do the will of God do we learn to 
know better what is His will. Only when we exercise the 
spiritual strength we already have do we increase in 


strength. 


"Tes DIVINE law that obedience is the certain 


Opening Doors 


Christian life and growth are much like the electric- 
eye doors now becoming common. Just so in the life 
of the Christian does the way open before us in ways 
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seemingly unperceived as we walk forward doing the 
divine will. 

“Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that he hath.” Matthew 13:12. 

“Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the 
Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and 
he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and 
former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:2. 

“If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of 
myself.” John 7:17. 

It has been made clear that the way of knowledge 
is the way of obedience. God meets and blesses His 
children only when they are humbly and obediently 
walking in the way in which He has told them that they 
should walk. 

The way opens before us as we go on in it. The 
strength we need comes to us only as we exhaust our 
present strength in the doing of the divine will. The 
light increases as we follow on after God in the light 
we already have. 


Human Needs Perfectly Met 


As we apply this law practically, we will observe 
that it fits perfectly the needs of humanity. If it were 
possible for us to learn divine truth only by our ability 
to reason and employ logical processes, then how few 
of the human race could ever know the gospel or be 
saved. | . 

But, thanks be unto God, that is not the way we 
come to know. Our salvation does not depend upon 
our ability to solve its attendant problems by thought, 
reflection, reason, or logic. Rather does it all depend, 
as our text declares, upon the heart and not the head; 
upon the will rather than understanding; upon the soul’s 
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moral attitude toward God rather than its mere mental 
outreach and grasp of Him; upon a humble, teachable, 
receptive, childlike spirit, rather than upon great talent 
or scholarship. “If any man will do his will, he shall 
know.” 


A Wondrous Knowledge of Divine Truth 


There are many in our churches and in the Christian 
fellowship whose education is small, whose mental abil- 
ity is comparatively feeble, whose power to grasp argu- 
ment and weigh evidence, and thus convince themselves 
of the truth of God by processes of reasoning, is weak 
and limited. 

They have, notwithstanding, a wondrous knowledge 
of divine truth, a marvelously clear and correct appre- 
hension of the plan of salvation, an astonishing keen- 
ness of spiritual insight and perception of the deep and 
precious things of God’s Word. 

These, solely through Christian experience, a devoted 
walk, implicit obedience, have attained to a knowledge 
and assurance of divine things which far exceeds the 
attainments of others who are intellectually far superior 
to them. 

I do not hesitate to say that the best Biblical exegetes 
among us are not those who possess mere scholastic 
degrees, but rather those who have learned by doing 
God’s will, who are carrying out that will in daily life 
and experience, who are spiritually minded, whose eyes 
turn constantly to Christ, who keep company with God 
daily, and who are intimate with Him. 

The Christian with limited intellectual capacity who 
day and night bends over the Word of God lovingly, 
eagerly listening to what God says, eager to hear and 
to learn in order to do God’s will, makes the discovery 
that God will, every day and in all things, disclose to 
his eager and willing heart precious things out of His 
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Word. He will come to know more of the celestial 
things of God than the scholar with overhanging brow 
who tries by searching to find out God. 


The Deep and Precious Things of God 


There are such souls, many of them. They have come 
into the possession of the deep and precious things of 
God. Not, however, through reason or the processes of 
thought, or intellectual mastery first of God’s truth. It 
has come to them as a result of simple faith, of willing 
and instant obedience to God’s will as they knew it, by 
uncaviling love of the truth, by a quenchless thirst of 
the soul after God as revealed in Christ, and by cease- 
less prayer for yet more of the light and life of God 
within them. 

Thus many have attained knowledge of divine truth, 
knowledge of the divine will. Thus most of us have 
attained it. Thus only can most of us attain it. Thus, 
indeed, can any of us attain it. The knowledge of 
God in Christ comes to us all in the final analysis, not 
through reason, but through faith. 

Again, as we apply this law which we have been 
studying, we shall discover that it discloses to us the 
course, or method, which inquirers into the reality of 
Christianity must pursue to attain what they seek. 


Faith First, Then Obedience, Then Knowledge 


Men who look into Scripture to acquire knowledge 
of truth often complain that they find things in the Bible 
which they cannot understand. Consequently, they say, 
they hesitate to believe them. Some declare they hesitate 
to begin the Christian life or accept the teachings of 
the Bible because they cannot understand them. They 
proceed on the wholly false assumption that in order 
to believe the great truths of the Word of God, one 
must first understand them. 
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The very reverse is the condition, as we have learned, 
of arriving at a knowledge of Bible truth. By first be- 
lieving and doing, we come to understand and know. 

The reason, therefore, why men do not understand 
God’s Word is simply that they do not take God’s way, 
which is the only successful way, of arriving at the 
knowledge of truth. They do not understand the Bible 
because they do not obey it. As far as they already 
know God’s will, they do not faithfully do that will. 

On the contrary they are disobedient to the convic- 
tions of duty which they already possess, doing the 
things which both God’s Word and their consciences tell 
them they ought not to do. Pursuing such a course, how 
can any man expect God to reveal more truth to him? 

Do you really want to know the truth of God, the 
truths of salvation, to enter into the mind of the Lord? 
Then take God’s way to know. Adopt the method here 
prescribed. Apply the divine law we have been ex- 
amining. 


Follow the Light As It Shines 


Learn to know God’s will by doing God’s will. Follow 
the light you have as far as it shines. Obey the Scrip- 
tures as far as you know them. 

You will then receive constantly more light. And as 
you walk in it, it will shine “more and more unto the 
perfect day.” 

You will then obtain a clearer and still clearer under- 
standing of the Scripture and its grand truths. This 
understanding will continue and grow and become ever 
more full until you will find that from a state of doubt 
and uncertainty concerning the truths taught in the 
Bible, you will come to know them as absolute cer- 
tainties. 

Do not distress yourself about things in God’s Word 
you do not understand. Just act obediently upon the 
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things you do understand. You will then discover that 
one by one the things not now understood are having 
light thrown upon them and are becoming less vague, 
more and more clear, and easier of comprehension. 

This divine law holds good, too, not alone for the 
person seeking to learn the Christian way but for those 
as well who are Christians. Increasing obedience is the 
source of ever-enlarging knowledge. The more obedi- 
ence, the more knowledge; the more holiness, the more 
wisdom and understanding in the things of God. 

If we will to do the will of God, then we will know 
of the doctrine. We will come more and more fully into 
the secret of the Lord. As we simply trust Christ and 
obey Him as our divine Lord, He will disclose Himself 
to us in all His heavenly glory, imparting to us such a 
revelation of Himself and His truth, that, like the Wise 
Men, we shall be assured that He is indeed the Christ. 


Are You Doing All You Know? 


Will you now examine yourself? How many things 
do you know that you do not do? How many truths of 
Scripture are you acquainted with that you do not obey? 
How much light do you have that you do not live up to? 
How far have you traveled upon the path of right-doing, 
on which the light shines? 

In what things are you refusing to go all the way that 
you know? At what point on the path have you stopped 
walking in the light? How many things which you know 
to be right are you not doing? How many things which 
you know to be wrong do you continue to do while 
knowing they are wrong? 

Keep in mind the fact already set forth that you can- 
not reasonably expect more light, more truth, when you 
are not using aright the light and truth you already have. 
The Holy Spirit does not waste light on those who refuse 
to walk in it. Advanced light and increased truth stop 
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when you stop walking and obeying. More light, more 
truth will come only as you walk forward in obedience 
in the light and truth you now have. 

Now apply this important and divine law of progress 
and growth to the matter of the truth of the tithe and 
God’s command regarding it. If you never knew this 
truth before, you know it now. These studies we have 
been engaged in together have shed the light of God 
upon this heretofore unperceived truth and duty. 

Moreover we have heard God say, “Bring ye the 
whole tithe into the storehouse.” That is God’s com- 
mand to you as well as to me. What then will you do 
with this truth, this light, this command? 

As you consider your duty in this important mat- 
ter of the tithe, keep in mind God’s other word, “If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 
Remember also the still further solemn statement, “To 
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin.” 


CHAPTER NINE 


God First—In All Things and Always 


T HAS been said that there is a divine philosophy 
] underlying human history. It has been added that 

a right understanding of this philosophy will dis- 
close that the rise and fall of nations is quite dependent 
upon God and His will and not upon human might 
and power. 

And this is true. The determining factor in the estab- 
lishment, the growth, the prosperity, the continuance, 
and the overthrow of nations is their attitude toward 
God and their relationship to God and His purpose 
on earth. : 

That is not more true, however, than the compan- 
ion truth that there is a divine philosophy underlying 
individual human life, and that a right understanding 
of this philosophy will disclose that the success, the 
prosperity, the wealth, the impoverishment, the failure, 
the ruin, of each individual human being is equally 
dependent on God, not on human ability, sagacity, skill, 
or power. 

The determining factor in individual, as well as in 
national, existence as far as success, and development, — 
and prosperity, and wealth, and poverty are concerned 
is the individual’s attitude toward and his relationship 
to God and His purpose and will. 
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Obey and Live; Disobey and Die 


Both for nations and for persons the rule, the infal- 
lible rule, underlying success or failure can be reduced 
to a simple formula. It is this: Obedience to God results 
in true prosperity; disobedience to God brings ruin. It 
can be condensed even more: Obey and live; disobey 
and die. 

As God has a purpose for every nation, so He has 
a purpose for every human life. Life is not a haphazard 
thing, not just a chance combination of circumstances. 
There is purpose in it. There is a goal to it. It may 
move along divinely ordered lines to the realization 
of that goal. 

Moreover in living the divinely purposeful life and 
in reaching the divinely fixed goal, there is one divinely 
established guiding principle. That principle is to keep 
God first in all things, at all times, and in relation to 
every choice and decision that must be made. 

This is the basic, the essential, principle of the law of 
the tithe: God first, always. That is what tithe paying 
teaches; that is what tithe paying means; that is the 
invaluable training that tithe paying gives: God first, 
always. And that is the principle which results infallibly 
in the truest success life provides. 


Great and Mysterious Considerations 


We are confronted here by great and mysterious 
considerations. Can it be possible that a man’s faithful- 
ness to God, his obedience to God’s will, can affect his 
temporal affairs? Is it possible that individual faithful- 
ness in following God’s will has any relation to the vital 
forces of the soil which give life and fruitfulness to the 
planted grain? Does such faithfulness have any relation 
to economic conditions, anything to do with poverty 
and riches, with impoverishment and depression? 
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Can the stability of savings banks be affected by 
an individual’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness to God? 
Is there any connection between such individual faith- 
fulness and the physical universe? Is there any alliance 
of faithfulness with the sea and the clouds, the sun and 
the soil, the whole vast system of nature? 

There are answers to these questions in the oracles 
of God, the Holy Scriptures. They are answers pregnant 
with enormous significance and enlightenment. They are 
not in one part of the Scriptures alone. They are in 
many parts, in many examples and illustrations. We 
turn to one now. 


A Striking Message 


The time is that immediately following the Baby- 
lonian exile. The kingdoms of both Israel and Judah 
had passed away as independent governments. The long 
years of the exile had run their course. Babylon had 
been overthrown by Cyrus of Medo-Persia. The Edict 
of Cyrus had released the captive Jews. Liberty to 
return to their own land was granted them. They are 
urged to return and re-establish their national institu- 
tions and rebuild their temple, which was the central 
fact of their religious life and the outward symbol of 
the divine Presence among them. 

Upon their return to their ravaged city they set up 
the altar of sacrifice and were at work on the founda- 
tion of the temple when they were interrupted by the 
adversaries. For 16 years nothing more was done on 
the task of rebuilding the house of God. It was then 
God sent them a striking message by the prophet Hag- 
gai. It contains a revelation of the important principle 
we have been engaged in examining. For the added 
clarity and dramatic force given it by the translator, 
I invite your attention to the message as it is given in 
Moffatt’s Translation: 
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“A message from the Lord of hosts! This people 
declares that the time has not yet come to rebuild the 
house of the Eternal! And is it a time for you to be 
living in panelled houses of your own, when this House 
is lying in ruins? Come (says the Lord of hosts), con- 
sider how you have fared. You have sown much and 
harvested little, you eat and yet you never have enough, 
you drink but you can never drink your fill, you clothe 
yourselves but you cannot keep warm, and he who earns 
a wage puts it into a bag with holes. Consider how you 
have been faring, says the Lord of hosts. Now then, 
go up to the hill-country and fetch timber to rebuild 
_ the House, that I may take pleasure in it and see 
myself honored, says the Eternal. You expected a rich 
harvest, and it came to little; even what you brought 
home I spoiled. And why? Because (the Lord of hosts 
declares) my House still lies in ruins while each of you 
takes pleasure in his own house. Hence the sky with- 
holds its dew and the earth withholds its produce; I 
have called for drought upon the land and hills, upon 
the grain and wine and oil, upon all that the ground 
yields, upon man and beast and all their labors.” 
Haggai 1:2-11. 


The Place and Work of the Charch 


Putting this passage with the declaration in the fol- 
lowing chapter, which is also referring to the house of 
God—“in this place will I give peace” (Haggai 2:9) 
—~we readily see that we have here a divine revelation 
of the true place and work of God’s house in human 
life and the world. 

The place and work of the church in human life 
is twofold—it has a spiritual function and a temporal 
work. It is the latter we now discuss. 

The Hand that made the universe also made the 
church and set it in the midst of the vast system of 
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things in the world. Is there any connection between 
God’s church and the great world of the human race 
in the midst of which it is placed? Has the house of 
God any alliance with the sea, the rivers, the sun, the 
clouds? Has it any orbit of its own in the vast system of 
forces, like that of a sun, which affects all the parts 
of the system? 


The Keystone of the Arch of Human Life 


The significant passage which we are examining 
means nothing less and nothing other than that the 
church of God is the keystone of the arch of human 
life which binds all the parts together and prevents their 
complete collapse. It is Christ and His church which 
is the center and support of all things in earth today. 
It alone is the salt of the earth. Hf it were not for this 
salt scattered throughout the world, the world would 
meet its eternal doom. The only preserving element left 
in humanity is the church. 

Nothing is more pathetic and more convincing in the 
reading of history than the fate of great empires and 
civilizations which have crashed into ruin and oblivion 
when they have ignored God. 

Returning now to the scene of our text, we are here 
confronted with an experience which illustrates the 
problems we are considering. The Babylonian captivity 
had ended. A remnant of the exiled nation had returned 
to Jerusalem. There lay the ruins of Solomon’s magnifi- 
cent temple, its glories long since perished. 

The first efforts of the returning exiles are devoted to 
improving their own material conditions. They become 
so absorbed in these that they forget God’s house. 

There appears among them the impressive form of 
Haggai, the messenger of God. He calls them to the 
task of rebuilding the temple. It is a striking appeal he 
makes, one that clarifies to our complete satisfaction the 
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searching questions we have been studying, questions 
which have to do with the place, the work, the influence 
of the church of God in the world and the faithfulness of 
His people to His commands. 


What the Church Means to You 


What, then, does the church signify for man’s temporal 
life? What has it to do with your worldly and temporal 
affairs? What does it mean to the man who passes down 
the main street of the great city? Can there be any re- 
lation between the church and his faithfulness to God, 
and the vital forces of the soil? 

The old prophet said, “You expected a rich harvest, 
and it came to little.” Why? Because of their neglect of 
the house of God. Because they failed to put God first. 
Because they made God and His cause secondary to 
their own interests and welfare. 

Plainly, therefore, our attitude toward God, our rela- 
tionship to His cause, our faithfulness or unfaithfulness 
to Him, affect the soil we cultivate and influence the 
value of the crops we raise; and our harvests depend on 
what we do for God’s house. 

Indeed is this not exactly what God declares in His 
law of the tithe? “Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house,” and “I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, 
and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; 
neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in 
the field, saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:10, 11. 

Does your faithfulness to God have anything to do 
with economic conditions? “You eat,” said Haggai, “and 
yet you never have enough, you drink, but you can 
never drink your fill.’ Why such impoverishment, this 
economic depression? Because you make your own 
interests first and neglect God and His house. 

But savings banks! Can their stability and the safety 
of our money be affected by our relationship to God, 
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our faithfulness in putting His cause first? Said the 
messenger of God, “He who earns a wage puts it into 
a bag with holes.” Why, then, were their savings lost, 
their money made valueless? Because they lived in 
paneled houses while they allowed the house of God 
to lie waste. They put their own interests above the 
interests of God. 


The Church’s Temporal Blessings 


How manifold, then, are the temporal blessings, to 
say nothing now of its spiritual benefits, of the house of 
God to any community, to any state, to any nation, and 
particularly to every individual! How beneficent it is in 
its influence when it is given its rightful place! 

Nevertheless there are multitudes of people who enjoy 
these blessings of God and His church who pass the 
church by, never entering its doors, or giving a penny 
to its support, or speaking a word in its praise, quite 
unaware of what it should mean to them or the benefits 
it brings by its presence among them. 

The church of God in the world is like a great tree, 
rising with its spiritual and temporal benefits, sending 
out massive and wide-spreading branches on which the 
fruit continues to ripen every day in the year. There are 
thousands who, like children, come together under the 
shelter of the tree, who gather and eat its fruit, with 
never a thought of the tree itself, or the cost in time, 
money, labor, prayer, and spiritual struggle to those 
who keep the tree alive and make it fruitful. 

Paying tithe is putting God first. Not paying tithe is 
putting yourself and your interests before God, making 
yourself first. 

Paying tithe is living your life and carrying on your 
affairs with God. Not paying tithe is doing without God, 
going on alone. 

Going forward without God, or going with God— 
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does it make any difference to you? Look again at the 
words God has spoken, and which He speaks to you: 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now here- 
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will 
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not de- 
stroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine 
cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord 
of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye 
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
Malachi 3:10-12. 

In a ministry stretching over half a century, many ex- 
periences of the fulfillment of this overwhelming blessing 
of the tithing promise have passed under my observa- 
tion, and I have had occasion to witness the effect on 
soil and harvest, on the functioning of sun and cloud 
and dew and rain, on economic conditions, on poverty 
and wealth, on prosperity and failure, of the influence 
of individual faithfulness and obedience to God. It is 
my purpose to relate one such outstanding and deeply 
impressive experience in the study which follows. 


CHAPTER TEN 


Hieaven’s Open Windows 


™ VERWHELMING blessings, overflowing happi- 
# ness, benefits beyond computation—these are 

“the guaranteed pledges made by the all-power- 
ful Lord of heaven and earth to those who recognize 
His lordship and acknowledge it in the way He has 
specified. To those who thus qualify themselves He 
makes this amazing promise: 

“T will... open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 
eround; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field.”” Malachi 3:10, 11. 

Here is a plain and positive promise by the Creator 
of the universe to the faithful tithepayer that the God of 
harvest——-the Ruler of the sun, the dew, the clouds, and 
the soil—will manage all things to provide an abun- 
dant and certain harvest, and to prevent all spoilage, 
safeguard from all pests and destroying insects, and 
guarantee a full and satisfying crop to every faithful 
husbandman who puts God first in his affairs. 

It is a promise similar to that which Joel records, 
made also to those who faithfully obey the Lord: 

“Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord 
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will do great things. . . . Be glad then, ye children of 
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause 
to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the 
Jatter rain in the first month. And the floors shall be full 
of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
And J will restore to you the years that the locust hath 
eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the 
palmerworm. .. . And ye shall eat in plenty, and be 
satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, 
that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people 
shall never be ashamed.” Joel 2:21-27. 

It has been my privilege to witness the fulfillment 
of these promises over a period of half a century—and 
always in connection with faithfulness in tithe paying 
—not once or twice, but many times. Let me point you 
to one such occasion, an outstanding example of how 
the Lord deals “wondrously” with those who deal faith- 
fully with Him. 


An Outstanding Example 


It was in the early days of my ministry, back in the 
summer of 1906. The place was southern New Jersey. 
I was conducting a series of evangelistic meetings in 
a small community. The main industry was a glass- 
blowing plant. Such plants were numerous in that part 
of the country at that time. 

There were two families there who were faithful 
attendants at the meetings. The two women were pro- 
fessing Christians and church members. The two men 
were not. 

Both men worked at the glass factory. Their wages 
were the same. Because of a relationship existing 
between their wives—cousins as I recall—they kept 
pretty close to each other in providing for their housing 
arrangements. 
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They leased a plot of land on which two single-family 
houses stood. The land comprised a small acreage which 
ran through from one country road to another, possibly 
a quarter of a mile apart. One house faced one road, 
the other house the other road, their backs to each 
other, and the land stretched between the houses. They 
shared the land equally between them. There was no 
fence, or wall, or dividing mark between them, only 
an imaginary line. 

The quality of the land was the same throughout. 
The men put in an equal amount of time gardening. 
They fertilized it the same. They gave it the same 
attention. They planted the same things—potatoes, to- 
matoes, peas, snap beans, radishes, beets, corn, turnips, 
lettuce, lima beans—the usual garden stuff of the 
region. 


All Things Equal 


They bought their seed at the same store, planting it 
in the same way and at the same time. All things were 
equal. The soil was the same, the seed was the same, 
the cultivation was the same, the crops were the same, 
the rain upon both plots of ground was the same, the 
fertilizer was the same, the sun shone upon both the 
same, all things were alike—except one. 

Both women believed in tithing and endeavored to 
obtain the consent of their husbands to tithe the weekly 
wage. Both men, as a result of attending the meetings, 
came to believe that tithing was right. The difference 
between them was that one, believing tithing was right, 
told his wife to tithe his wages; but the other, believing 
equally that tithing was right, forbade his wife to tithe 
his wages. 

So the one family paid tithe; the other did not. 
And both believed they should. 

With my wife I roomed and boarded all that summer 
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in the home of the tithepayer. All that I am relating 
took place before my eyes that season, spreading itself 
before me with an impressiveness that is unforgettabic, 
etching itself into my mind with a sharpness which has 
never dulled. These things I saw. They made upon me, 
and upon many others who also saw them, a lasting 
impression. 

Through that entire summer the tithepayer’ S growing 
things flourished amazingly and abundantly. Through 
that “entire summer the nontithepayer’s growing things 
languished and died astonishingly. 


A Divine Intelligence at Work 


It is not to be supposed that destructive insect life 
would possess any knowledge of where the boundary 
line between two properties ran. The fact remains, 
however, that there was some Intelligence at work, the 
functioning of which prevented destructive pests from 
crossing a wholly i imaginary and invisible line. The pests 
—potato bugs, tomato worms, corn borers, and other 
destructive insects—-were abundant and terribly ruinous 
in the garden stuff of the nontithepayer; but in the 
garden of the tithepayer every crop flourished in such 
a way and to such a degree that his produce supplied 
prize-winning specimens for local exhibitions. 


Why the Difference? 


This I saw. I am not repeating something I have been 
told or have read. All that summer we talked about 
these developments, and they were the source of wide- 
spread comment throughout the community. One man 
was constantly complaining about the impossibility of 
keeping his crops from being ruined by pests and 
wondering why his neighbor remained free of them; 
the other man was as constantly expressing not only 
his surprise but also his gratification that he was not 
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troubled by the destroying agencies of his feliow hus- 
bandman. 

Why the difference? Is there any solution other than 
the Scriptural one? It is the difference between God’s 
curse and God’s blessing. 

God has plainly said to the nontithepayer, “Ye are 
cursed with a curse.” He has as plainly said to the man 
faithful in paying God His own, “J will... open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I 
will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not 
destroy the fruits of your ground.” Malachi 3:9-11. 

It is not at all in my mind to convey the thought that 
no one can grow a successful crop or have a prosperous 
business except tithepayers. All of us know that is not 
true. There is a material and agricultural and industrial 
prosperity which comes to many with whom “God is 
not in all... [their] thoughts.” God makes His sun 
to shine and His rain to fall on the unjust as well as 
the just. No, that is not the teaching I have in mind 
to convey. 


Knowing and Doing Versus Knowing and Not Doing 


But once let God enlighten a man’s understanding 
so that he becomes acquainted with God’s requirements, 
and convicted of God’s truth, and knows it to be his 
duty to put God first in his life and business and all his 
affairs, and comes to believe in the law of the tithe, and 
then, knowingly and deliberately turns away from doing 
the known will of God—vwell, then, without any delay 
at all, he will be made to know the difference between 
the blessing of Heaven on obedience, and the curse of 
Heaven on disobedience. What a man knows, and does, 
and what a man knows, and refuses to do, makes a 
difference. For “to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
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God will pour through “the windows of heaven” such 
overwhelming blessing and happiness and satisfaction 
that you will be unable to contain them, and they 
will overflow to others about you—does that make any 
difference to you? 

Keep it always in mind that such a blessing is condi- 
tioned upon the injunction, “Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse.” 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 


Is Tithing Too Costly? 


as God has commanded is within the reach of the 

most impoverished of His believing disciples, and 
thus to supply an adequate answer to those who plead 
that they cannot afford to lose a tenth of their income 
when that income is already too little to supply their 
basic needs. 

Let us be certain at the beginning that God does not 
command the impossible, at any rate only when He is 
prepared to make it possible. He does not desire the 
impoverishment of His people. He does not order the 
imprudent, the wasteful, the unwise, or the needless. 

In all circumstances He knows what He is doing. 
What He asks us to do is for our benefit, not for our in- 
jury. What He has in mind for us is always for our good. 
When He commands tithing and makes the requirement 
apply to all, poor as well as rich, it is for the blessing 
and advantage of the obedient—not to bring them into 
straitened circumstances, not to cause them hardship. 
When He commands you to pay into His storehouse a 
tenth of your possessions and income, you can comply 
without any hesitation or dread about the result. The 
result is in His hands, and He has assured you it will be 
helpful and bountiful in blessedness. 
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God Never Fails in Doing His Part 


Your part is to do as He requires. His part is to 
bless your obedience. Moreover He never fails to do 
His part. The blessing is assured. It was my good 
fortune to have this assurance and conviction brought 
to bear upon my faith a third of a century ago in an 
experience which I am not likely to forget as long as 
memory functions. 

It occurred in New York City during the years I was 
pastor of the City Temple. Because of the change in the 
value of money, the figures involved seem fantastic now; 
they seemed enough so then. 

The figures given are exactly, without exaggeration 
or distortion of any kind, as they occurred. I have 
changed nothing. If they seem incredible to you, you 
may be sure they seemed equally incredible to me as 
they developed. They are all given accurately in every 
detail. 

tn the summer of 1919 I conducted a series of evange- 
listic meetings in a large canvas pavilion at 95th Street 
and Broadway, New York City. To these meetings came 
an elderly woman whom, as the meetings progressed, I 
became acquainted with as Miss Clancy. I do not need 
to tell you she was Irish, still retaining a delightful and 
intriguing brogue, wnich she occasionally strongly ac- 
centuated. She was from Northern Ireland, a Protestant, 
strongly Calvinistic in her background of belief. 


Fervent Bible Belktever 


I do not recall meeting anyone who displayed a more 
marked, a more positive. confidence in the Bible and its 
teachings. She required nothing more than a clear “Thus 
saith the Lord” for instant acceptance of any truth. 

When she learned the Bible teaching that “the sev- 
enth day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou 


Is Tithing Too Costly? 85 


shalt not do any work,” she forthwith, without any hesi- 
tancy or argument, began the observance of the seventh 
day, though she had been a fervent Sunday-keeper all 
her life. When she learned that the baptism of the Bible 
is immersion, she asked to be immersed. Just show 
Miss Clancy any truth of the Bible and she instantly 
and unquestioningly accepted it and began its prac- 
tice. The Bible and the Bible alone was Miss Clancy’s 
religion. 
In these meetings I delivered two sermons on tithing, 
making plain from the Bible that this requirement and 
commandment was for all who served God. As I pre- 
sented these studies, the Bible was used and appealed 
to throughout. Miss Clancy, as was her custom, and 
one much to be commended, carefully took down the 
texts used. She took these notes home and diligently 
compared them with her Bible. These are the things 
she had taken down in her notes: 
The tithing plan explained. Leviticus 27:30-32. 
Tithe anciently used for the support of those who 
ministered about holy things. Numbers 18:20-24. 

The New Testament states that this tithing plan has 
been ordained for the support of the gospel min- 
istry. 1 Corinthians 9:13, 14. 

Jesus endorsed the tithing plan. Matthew 23:23. 

God promises to bless the faithful payment of tithe. 
Malachi 3:10-12. 

Those who do not do as God commands do not 

prosper. Haggai 1:5-11. 

There is a curse upon men, money, and prosperity 
when God is not honored and obeyed. Malachi 
3:8, 9. 


A Searching Interview 


it was evident that Miss Clancy was disturbed. 
Her usually cheerful disposition was gone, her usually 
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smiling face clouded. She came to me and asked to have 
an interview, which, of course, was gladly arranged. 
What that interview covered I now give you as accu- 
rately and in as much detail as it can be done, without 
having been stenographically reported. 

“Pastor, it is about your sermon on tithing that I 
have come to see you. You have caused me deep con- 
cern, and I need counsel to know what to do. I mean, 
what the Lord would have me do.” 

“Is there something about the Bible teaching regard- 
ing tithing that is not clear?” 

“Oh, Pastor, it’s not that. It’s clear enough, dear 
knows. If anything, it’s overly clear. That’s the trouble. 
I know what the Bible says. What plagues me is whether 
it means me, and if it means me, how in the wide world 
I am to do what it says.” 

“Just what do you mean about whether it means 
you?” 

“T mean, can it possibly include anyone in my cir- 
cumstances? Does it mean that I am to do what I just 
cannot do?” 

“Well, Miss Clancy, of course - 

“Wait a minute, Pastor. Don’t answer me until you 
have the whole story. You don’t know my circum- 
stances, and I am not overly anxious to tell them to 
you, but you cannot give me the answer I want without 
knowing them. So, before you tell me anything, just 
hear what they are—and then tell me whether you think 
the Lord would have me pay tithe.” 

“Very well, Miss Clancy, I am listening.” 


A Continuing Weekly Miracle 


“T am a lone woman, Pastor. I have no folks in this 
country except a niece, who is married and lives with 
her husband in Bridgeport, Connecticut. He has no obli- 
gation to take care of me, but he does. What he sends 
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me each week is all the income I have, and I get along 
only by what seems a continuing weekly miracle.” 

“Do you care to tell me how much he sends you?” 

“That’s what I came for. He sends me $6.00 a week.” 

“How can you manage on that?” 

“Ah, that’s it! How do I manage? The fact is, I don’t 
know how I manage, but somehow the dear Lord makes 
it cover my needs, praise Him.” 

“Where do you live?” 

“T live in a kitchenette apartment on Avenue. 
I moved into it years ago when rents were lower; and 
the landlord, while he has raised every other tenant’s 
rent several times, has not raised mine. I think he is 
sorry for me. At any rate, I pay now the same rate | 
paid 10 years ago.” 

“How much of your $6.00 weekly income does your 
rent take?” 

“It takes $4.50.” 

“Do you mean that all you have for food, clothing, 
and other necessities is $1.50 a week?” 

“Sure, and that’s what I mean.” 

“But it cannot be done!” 

“Sure, and I’m doing it. And I can go on doing it. 
Only now you come along and tell me I must tithe my 
$6.00. And look where that leaves me!” 

“But I did not tell you that, Miss Clancy. It was the 
Lord who has cared for you all these years who told 
you. It is in His Book. I only showed it to you.” 

“Oh, I know that, but it comes to the same thing so 
far as I am concerned. What I am after is whether He 
means I should pay tithe?” 

“Why do you think He would make an exception?” 

“Well, Pastor, don’t you see what this would mean 
to me, and how impossible it seems? If I start paying 
tithe, that takes 60 cents out of my $6.00 to begin with. 
My rent remains unchanged. That with the tithe comes 
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to $5.10. And I have 90 cents to live on. And for a 
week, Pastor, for a week! Not for a day, but for a week! 
Now that you know what this means to me, I want to 
know if you think the Lord would have me pay tithe.” 


Beware Counsel Against the Word of God 


My first impulse was to reach over and pat that thin 
wrinkled hand and say, “No, dear Miss Clancy, I do 
not think the Lord means this for you. I am strongly of 
the opinion that the Lord and His work will manage to 
get along somehow without your 60 cents a week. Just 
keep it, and Yl ery to do something to make things a 
bit easier for you.” 

But I did not say it. | was prevented from saying it 
by the insistent thought that forced itself upon me with 
irresistible pressure, “Who are you to set aside a com- 
mand of God? Who gave you authority to nullify as 
unnecessary what God requires? Is that not what Satan 
did in Eden which caused the fall of the race and 
resulted in the death of our Lord? Be exceedingly care- 
ful before daring to counsel this dear soul against the 
Word of God.” 

So I said, “Miss Clancy, my first impulse has been 
to tell you God does not need your 60 cents a week and 
does not require this of you. But the Lord has shown me 
it would be wrong to give you such counsel. All I can 
do is to point you to His Word and His wonderful prom- 
ise and then encourage you to do as He says, and trust 
Him to make the impossible possible. My advice is for 
you to begin at once to pay tithe.” 

For the first time Miss Clancy smiled. Cheerfully she 
said: “Pll do what you say, Pastor. I came to you for 
counsel. You have given what I asked for; I shall carry 
it out, for I think it good counsel. It will not be the first 
time {I have trusted God. If He fails me, well, it will be 
the first time that will have happened.” 
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“He will not fail you, Miss Clancy,” I assured her. 

“Sure, and well I know that. Good-by for now, Pas- 
tor, and thank you.” 

The following week Miss Clancy handed me 60 cents. 
No money I ever received was harder to take. But, I 
thought, I'll let the Lord manage this and not interfere. 
So the 60 cents was turned over to the church treasurer. 

Week after week she brought her 60 cents. Once or 
twice I leaned over to whisper in her ear the question, 
“How are things going, Miss Clancy? Are you getting 
along all right?” 

“Praise God, I am,” she replied quite happily. 


Something Strange 


At the third time I made this inquiry, she added, 
“Pastor, something strange has taken place. I never be- 
fore knew the neighbors to be so kind and thoughtful. 
They never before did the things they do now.” 

“What things?” 

“Why, they bring me little presents—a loaf of bread, 
a pound of butter, some flour, some cereal, a quart of 
milk, fruit, and even cake. I really think I am getting 
along better on my 90 cents a week than I ever did on 
that overwhelming $1.50.” 

“Do you think there is somebody who has put the 
neighbors up to this?” 

“Sure I do.” 

“Who?” 

“Need you ask, Pastor? The good Lord has not for- 
gotten me, and He has not forgotten His promise. If 
you had not counseled me as you did, you would have 
robbed me of God’s blessing.” 

“Miss Clancy, I have reached the conclusion that you 
are the ablest financier in New York, and I have long 
wanted to ask you how you can possibly make 90 cents 
ii week cover your weekly needs.” 
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“Ah, well, Pastor, P’ve just told you the neighbors 
help it stretch. But aside from that my needs are sim- 
ple. I have learned to live mainly on porridge, and oat- 
meal is cheap. To me now it really seems as though I 
fare better on 90 cents than I did on $1.50.” 


An Overfiowing Supply 


Three or four months later Miss Clancy knocked on 
the door of my study at the church, and when bidden, 
came in with a real swagger and a roguish smile on her 
face. She stood silently for a moment in front of my 
desk and then said: 

“Pastor, you are looking at a woman with means, a 
woman of wealth. Sure, and you must show me the 
proper respect.” 

“Sit down, Miss Clancy, and tell me what has hap- 
pened.” 

“Sure, and it’s as I say. I have more money than I 
know what to do with. Indeed, Pastor, it troubles me 
to know how to use my money, there’s so much of it.” 

All this time she was strutting around with a humor- 
ous gleam in her eye. I said, “Miss Clancy, will you be 
good enough to sit down and tell me what you have 
come to tell me?” 

“Just as you say, Pastor. You will remember that I 
told you of my nephew-by-marriage in Connecticut? 
Well, this week he wrote me a letter. In it he said, 
‘l’ve felt for some time, Auntie, that you must have a 
hard time getting along on $6.00; and I’ve wanted to 
send you more. Now I can do it, for I have just had a 
raise in wages. You will find $10 in this, and there will 
be $10 every week from now on.’ ” 

“Dear Miss Clancy, this makes me happy. I’m very 
glad.” 

“I knew you would be, Pastor. But do you realize 
what this means? Do you see what God has done?” 
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“Tell me.” 

“Why, now, my tithe will be $1.00 a week, no less. 
My rent remains $4.50. And that leaves for myself 
$4.50.” 

“Yes, that—” 

“Pastor, are you good at arithmetic?” 

“Indifferently so.” 


Multiplied Five Times 


“How much more is $4.50 than 90 cents?” 

“Five times as much.” 

“You see, there it is! Five times more for me than 
I have had before. Five times, mind you! Sure, I don’t 
know what to do with all my money! It bothers me no 
end! I’ve been thinking, I can now do more for these 
mission calls than I’ve been able to do before. Ah, 
Pastor, the Book says the windows of heaven will open 
and a blessing come too great to receive. That’s what 
the good Lord has done for me. Aye, the windows of 
heaven are open upon me. You told me He would never 
fail me. Nor has He. It’s a happy woman I am this 
day.” 

That’s the story, and it happened just as J have told 
it. | have added nothing to it, nor taken anything away. 
Her devoted, glowing face will be in my mind whenever 
I think of God’s tithing promise. 

And you? Do you care to put God to the test? He 
bids you to. “Prove me now herewith,” He invites. 
““Herewith” has reference to tithing. “Prove Me by pay- 
ing tithe, if I will not open the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there will not be room to 
receive it.” 

That blessing awaits only your obedience in this 
matter of tithing. As God was faithful with Miss Clancy, 
so will He be faithful with you. 


CHAPTER TWELVE 


A Divine Pattern Provided the Church 


HE CHURCH of Christ is commissioned to do 
certain specific things and accomplish very defi- 
nite purposes in the world. For all these an exact 
pattern—more, a divine pattern—has been provided. 
For every task, for every need, for every crisis, in- 
cluding its own maintenance and equipment for its 
advance “into all the world” and “unto the uttermost 
part of the earth,” the church has one unfailing, infal- 
lible guide—the oracles of God. it has not been left 
to devise its own plans or rely on its own wisdom. 

It has been provided with a Guidebook. In this 
Guidebook are found all things needful for the life, the 
activities, the direction of the church, to enable it to 
succeed in its divine commission. Here is the form of 
sound words which determine the standards of doc- 
trine. Here is the divine mold for shaping character. 
Here are the rules which regulate our relation to both 
the world and fellow believers. Here are the principles 
upon which the church is established and which inspire 
and govern all its activities and purposes. Here, too, is 
the plan, the divinely ordained plan, for the maintenance 
and support of the church as it engages in its stupendous 
world task of preaching the gospel “to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people.” 
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Underwriting the Cost of World Redemption 


Why should anyone think it a thing incredible for 
God to have, and to disclose to His church, a plan for 
underwriting the cost of world redemption? Indeed, 
does it not rather seem incredible that He should over- 
look such a necessity? 

All other things connected with the establishment of 
the work of His church He has carefully planned. 
Before the beginning of the world, before men fell into 
sin, provision was made for the needed sacrifice for 
mankind’s redemption. The Lamb was slain from the 
foundation of the world. God meets with no surprises. 
All His plans were completed in the eternal past. They 
were so perfected that no amendment since has been 
required. 

Do you think it likely that in marshaling His forces 
and arranging His campaign for the worldwide preach- 
ing of His gospel, He would completely forget, or over- 
look, or neglect, the commissary department? That 
would be to charge God with ignorance or folly. 


The Philosophy of God’s Financial Plan 


The Creator of the world and the Founder of the 
church possesses infinite wisdom. As you examine the 
philosophy of God’s financial plan as disclosed in His 
Word, you will catch a clearer vision of His eternal 
wisdom and glory. As you study the matchless plan of 
tithes and offerings He has devised for the accomplish- 
ment of the spiritual work of His church in behalf of 
a lost world, you will be moved, it is hoped, to bring 
your life and conduct into harmony with His revealed 
will in this matter. 

When God established a worship system among His 
ancient chosen people, He did not leave it to men to 
determine the forms of that worship or the processes 
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by which it was to be carried forward. True religion did 
not come by chance into this world, and it has not de- 
veloped by the processes of evolution. It was given by 
revelation. Its every phase has been established by di- 
vine regulation. 

When the wilderness tabernacle was erected, and its 
services, sacrifices, priesthood, and order were inaugu- 
rated, all was done in harmony with a divine pattern. 
Moses was called into Mount Sinai to be instructed by 
God. There he was shown a model, complete in all 
details. Again and again he was admonished to build 
the tabernacle and all its furniture after this model, or 
pattern, which he had been shown. “Thou shalt rear up 
the tabernacle according to the fashion thereof which 
was shewed thee in the mount.” Exodus 26:30. 

Regarding all the details of the tabernacle and the 
various articles of furniture it was to contain, God 
said, “Look that thou make them after their pattern, 
which was shewed thee in the mount.” Exodus 25:40. 

Later this wilderness tabernacle was merged with the 
glorious temple built by Solomon. Let it not be thought, 
however, that its magnificence and functional perfection 
were due in any degree to superior architectural knowl- 
edge or proficiency of Solomon. He merely carried out 
the designs and orders of the divine Architect. All things 
were constructed and fashioned in accordance with a 
blueprint furnished to David, and by him passed on to 
Solomon. You will find the record in 1 Chronicles 
28:12-19. Notice particularly the words here: “The 
pattern of all that he had by the spirit... . All this... 
the Lord made me understand in writing by his hand 
upon me, even all the works of this pattern.” 


The Divine Plan Now 


Certainly we are justified in believing that if God felt 
it necessary to go to such lengths in prescribing the de- 
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tails of His worship in those early days, then we are 
equally justified in believing God has provided not only 
a pattern for establishing, and planting, and training 
churches in this age but also a financial plan as well for 
their maintenance and support, and underwriting the 
cost of their world task of going “into all the world,” 
and preaching “the gospel to every creature.” 

Particularly would this be true as the work of human 
salvation drew toward its close and it became necessary 
to reach all the earth with the final announcement of the 
gospel in one speedy global enterprise. This, we are told, 
is God’s purpose as the close of human history ap- 
proaches. These are His words: “This gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” Mat- 
thew 24:14, 

The fulfillment of this prophecy of our Lord will re- 
quire the raising up of a people who will carry the mes- 
sage of the returning Saviour and the fullness of the 
truth of the gospel to all the world, to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, just before the second 
coming of Christ. When they have succeeded in their 
global task of warning mankind of impending doom, 
“then shall the end come.” 

This will require bringing into existence a movement, 
or church organization, having a definite body of teach- 
ing and belief. Connected with this movement will be 
agencies and means and equipment especially fashioned 
to accomplish the design of God. 


A World Enterprise 


This will mean the appointment of a ministry teach- 
ing and preaching the same truths in the same setting 
all around the world, speaking the same things every- 
where. This cannot be done without a special training 
for such a ministry and its affiliated helpers. Training 
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schools giving this education and preparation will, 
therefore, be an essential part of this movement. Such 
training schools must be staffed by trained faculties and 
located in widely separated places. They must conduct 
their work in many languages if all the world is to be 
reached. 

Indispensable to such a work will be the “silent 
preacher,” the gospel in type, the printed message. 
Therefore, connected with this movement will be pub- 
lishing houses in many lands, printing “this gospel of the 
kingdom,” the coming kingdom, in many languages, and 
distributing their publications by evangelistic colpor- 
teurs everywhere. 

Such a movement, in order to fulfill the prophecy of 
our Lord, will send out missionaries, establish and con- 
struct mission stations and churches, conduct and main- 
tain mission schools, and organize a global mission 
organization. 

This mission organization, with all its far-flung en- 
terprises, must be supported. Consequently a great 
world-embracing and always-enlarging financial plan of 
support will be an essential factor in this program. And 
this will be the plan which God has approved from the 
beginning of His work of human salvation. 


The Centrality of God 


It is important for us to keep in mind that when God 
formulated His plan for the support of His great enter- 
prise of world redemption, He made Himself the center 
of it. He did not abdicate His authority or centrality in 
favor of the church He founded, nor of the “cause,” 
however intimately connected with His work, nor of 
the priest or minister, however holy. 

Although He allows His people to handle for a time 
the things which belong to Himself alone, He retains 
the tenth as His own peculiar possession, to be used in 
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promoting the interests of His spiritual enterprise on 
earth. In addition He teaches His people the privilege 
of presenting freewill offerings in loving worship to 
Himself, to be used for the same lofty purposes of 
human salvation. 

It cannot be overemphasized that the personal God, 
our heavenly Father, retains the exclusive title to tithes 
and offerings. “The tithe . . . is the Lord’s.” Re- 
garding offerings, one should note that when God 
planned to build a tabernacle in the wilderness for His 
worship, it is recorded, “And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it 
willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.” Exo- 
GUS 235i ls 2 

Mark it, the place of worship, the tabernacle, is not 
to replace the object of worship, Jehovah. The offerings 
are to be brought to Him. The tithe is to be paid to Him. 
The offerings of gold and silver, the brass, the blue, the 
purple, the fine linen, the jewels, and everything else, 
were to be presented, not to an impersonal church or- 
ganization, or to a tabernacle fund, or to a priest or 
preacher, but to the Lord. This binds the hearts and 
lives of His children to Him. The obligation to return 
a definite portion of our substance to Him from whom 
the whole of it was received, is a personal obligation. 


Do Not Strike at God 


It sometimes happens that a member of the church 
acquires a grudge against the church. The church may 
proceed in a way he does not approve. The minister 
may not suit him and may give offense. Some of the 
projects the church sponsors may not appeal to him. 
But all that has no bearing upon his relationship to God 
and should exert no influence upon his payment of tithe 
and offerings. It is not to the church he pays tithe; it is 
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to God. It is not to the. minister he makes offerings; 
it is to God. Nothing changes that personal relationship. 
Nothing should be allowed to change it. Always, under 
all circumstances, our personal obligation to God re- 
mains unaltered. The obligation to return to the Lord 
tithes and offerings is as constant and unalterable as 
the shining of the sun. If we do not meet the obligation, 
we do not strike the church, we do not injure the min- 
ister; we strike God, we rob Him, we defraud Him, we 
take it out on Him. 

So the withholding of tithe because of some offense, 
or resentment, or dislike, is a thrust leveled at God Him- 
self. It is a personal thing between a man and God. 
“Will a man rob God?’—not the church, not the 
preacher. It is not a mere question of embarrassing the 
workers in the vineyard of the Lord or of empty treas- 
uries of the church. Even these are shameful insults. 
But the central sin here is the personal robbing, defraud- 
ing, of the infinite Jehovah, the misappropriation of 
funds to our own use that do not belong to us, the 
ignoring of the claims of our Lord and Saviour. 


The Personal Element 


To remind us constantly of the personal element in- 
volved in the payment of tithes and the giving of offer- 
ings, these sacred duties are associated with the worship 
of God. Tithes and offerings are not to be scattered to 
the four winds of heaven by the individual as impulse 
might dictate. “Bring ye the whole tithe into the store- 
house, that there may be food in my house, and prove 
me now herewith [by doing this], saith Jehovah of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.” Malachi 3:10, American Standard Ver- 
sion. 

Nearly every word of this sublime promise, the only 
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one in the entire Bible in which God challenges His 
people to prove Him, needs special emphasis. 

Bring is the Scriptural word and describes the method 
which indicates proper willingness on the part of the 
believer. All through the Old Testament bring is always 
used in connection with the tithes and offerings pre- 
sented to the Lord. It is natural and sensible. Owing 
God what we do, or desiring to make an offering to 
Him in loving worship, what is more reasonable than 
to bring it to Him? 

But when we lose sight of the personality and char- 
acter of God and think only of an impersonal church, 
we are likely to wait to be solicited. We wait for the 
“every member canvass,” when God’s children are 
waited upon and pleaded with that pledges may be 
obtained to provide for the work of the church. 

Should we not consider that if under the law God’s 
people brought, those under grace certainly ought not 
to wait to be begged? If it was then an act of worship to 
bring, is it now worshipful to hold back and be begged? 
Does Sinai have greater power than Calvary? 

But what amount should be brought to the Lord? 
He says, “Bring ye the whole tithe.” Have you done it? 
Will you do it? 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


Underwriting the Cost of the Gospel 


the church. It is present in all parts of the world, 

not in one nation alone. It is the oldest institution 
among men. It was here when the oldest nation now in 
existence was established. It antedates all present gov- 
ernments. It is destined to outlast all nations now on 
earth. 

The church is the only divine organization on earth. 
it was planted by God and stands as God’s representa- 
tive in this world. It is God’s agent for the purpose of 
carrying on God’s work for the salvation of lost men. 
It has a divine commission. That commission is to go 
into all the world and preach the Christian gospel to 
every creature. 


Tits ct IS among men an institution known as 


A Costly Enterprise 


The carrying out of that commission represents a 
very costly enterprise. Provision has been made, how- 
ever, for underwriting its entire cost. A divine plan has 
been established to pay the entire expense of this global 
enterprise. That plan is called the tithing plan. 

It is clear that the plans of the church and the plans 
of God should harmonize. In such an important matter 
as that of providing for the material support of the 
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church and the preaching of the gospel, the plans of 
God should be adopted by His church. His honor and 
the success of His enterprise are at stake. 

For His church to invent schemes of finance outside 
and contrary to His plans is to embarrass and misrepre- 
sent the divine Head of the church. He has never dele- 
gated to His church any right to play the beggar in its 
dealing with the sons of men. The Head of the church 
is never glorified or gratified when His body (the 
church) stoops to the low levels of worldly methods 
to support itself. 

The plan of God is designed to provide for the 
adequate, even the abundant, support of His church. 
Rightly used, it does this. Tithes and offerings are to 
be brought to Him in worship. The individual tither is 
not to distribute or dispense the Lord’s money as he 
wills. He is to bring “the whole tithe into the store- 
house.” Otherwise the storehouse may be lacking any 
store for doing God’s work. When the individual mem- 
ber scatters the tithe as he individually chooses, he 
leaves the church without any Scriptural or adequate 
means of support. 


Methods of Human Devising 


And when that happens, the church is driven to 
methods of its own devising. As a natural consequence 
it meets with failure and embarrassment. It yields to the 
temptation of engaging in worldly methods of obtaining 
funds. It employs bazaars and festivals, sales and sup- 
pers, even shows and dances, card parties and sports; 
and through these unholy methods of finance a stream 
of worldliness is sent coursing through every aspect of 
church life and activity, paralyzing all its power. 

Members then are likely to think that if they spend 
their time and energy in church work which results in 
some financial gain, they are carrying out a large part 
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of their church responsibility. They are willing to con- 
cede that prayer and personal work for souls are all 
right for others. But for themselves they are happy to 
discover a form of service more to their liking. 

They can cook and serve tables and thus help the 
poor church, which is always in need of money. In this 
way many good people come to believe they are really 
performing church work. This is a work which any 
unconverted person could perform equally as well as a 
Christian. 

If all these “hands” were to be set free for the real 
work of Christian witnessing, the energies of the church 
and its members would be greatly conserved and the 
work of God greatly hastened. 

There is no command anywhere in Scripture for the 
church to go into ali the world making its own living 
and providing its own support as an organization. On 
the contrary it is to go into the world preaching the 
gospel to every creature. This last command of its risen 
Lord has many times been disregarded, and His church 
has given its time to devising new, strange, and unholy 
methods of obtaining money from unwilling hearts. 


Meeting the Cost 


We de well to search the Scriptures to learn the plan 
of the Founder of the church for meeting the cost of 
carrying out the gospel commission. That plan, of tithes 
and offerings, supplies the requirements and needs of 
the church in every age. For the success of God’s work 
in the world, the gracious work of human redemption, 
God’s church should use God’s plan in everything, in- 
cluding His plan for its own support. To depart from 
this to plans of man’s devising has resulted, and is al- 
ways bound to result, in untold loss. 

When God’s method is adopted and put into practice, 
the whole work of the church can be turned into spirit- 


104 The Legion of the Tenth 


ual channels. Think of what it means for more time and 
energy to be spent in financing the church than in doing 
the work for the sake of which the church exists. 

Let each church member, then, when he goes on the 
Sabbath day to the house of God, take with him one 
tenth of his income and present it to the Lord by way 
of the church treasury. This should be a solemn part of 
the service of worship, adding meaning and weight to 
our songs and prayers, and bringing the worshiper and 
God face to face. 

If all God’s people would adopt and practice His 
plan of finance faithfully and continuously, the whole 
cost of the carrying out of the gospel commission would 
be provided, both at home and abroad. Moreover, there 
would be an abundant overflow. Not only would the 
individual members realize the fulfillment of God’s 
amazing promise, but the whole church as well would 
have the windows of heaven opened and receive the 
pouring out of such an overwhelming blessing that there 
would not be room to receive it. 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


The New Testament Plan for 
Church Support 


tithing plan is God. He gave it to His people, not 

alone for the support of His worldwide work of 
salvation and His teaching ministry, but also for the 
spiritual benefit and the material benefit of His believing 
people. 

There are those, however, who say of this divinely 
instituted plan that tithing is an “old Jewish law” and 
is no part of Christian and New Testament teaching 
and practice. They are wrong. That which was pro- 
nounced “holy unto the Lord” in the ancient worship 
of Jehovah is continued as equally “holy unto the Lord” 
in the Christian church. 

Indeed tithing was known and practiced before there 
was a Jew or a Levite. Abraham paid tithe. See Genesis 
14:20. So tithing was a law before there was a Jewish 
nation. In no age of the world did any man ever have 
a right to the tithe. 

As a matter of fact tithing is the very essence of 
Christianity. To be a Christian is to put God first. To 
be a tither is to put God first. The basic question a man 
must consider when he is faced by the law of the tithe 
is not whether he can afford to pay tithe, but whether, 
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being a Christian, he can afford to put God first in 
his life. 

The fact that he has given himself to Christ and be- 
come a Christian presumes that he is dedicated to the 
work and program of his Lord. He has confessed 
Christ. He has promised to be His disciple. His name 
is listed on the church membership record. Can he now 
afford to deny his Lord a just proportion of his income, 
that portion which his Lord claims as His own? To do 
so is to lead a life of selfishness rather than of self- 
denial. 

But more is involved than this. When an enlightened 
Christian, one who knows the teaching of the Word of 
God regarding the law of the tithe, refuses to acknowl- 
edge and observe that law, he denies God’s right to 
determine the proportion of his means to be brought 
to God. 

He knows he should bring something to his Lord. 
He knows that God has plainly said that proportion 
should be a tenth. But he flatly refuses to accept the 
Lord’s decision in the matter and makes a law of giving 
for himself. Such a course is nothing short of disobedi- 
ence and rebellion. “To him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Can a Christian af- 
ford to put himself in that position? 


Ordained by the Lord Jesus 


It is plainly stated in the New Testament that this 
ancient and divinely instituted practice of paying tithe 
has been ordained by the Lord Jesus, the Founder of 
the Christian church, for the support of the gospel min- 
istry in its work of preaching the gospel. It is of the 
tithing plan that Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 9:13: 

‘Do ye not know that they which minister about holy 
things live of the things of the temple? and they which 
wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?” 
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This is a direct reference to the law of the tithe. 
Paul was writing about the ministry and its maintenance. 
Here are his words: 

“Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? 
who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the 
milk of the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith 
not the law the same also? For it is written in the law 
of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care of oxen? 
Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, 
no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should 
plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should 
be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you 
spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your 
carnal things?” 1 Corinthians 9:7-11. 

Here Paul maintains that the gospel worker’s right 
to maintenance and support is a principle everywhere 
recognized in human affairs. Soldiers do not go to war 
at their own expense, but are equipped and maintained 
by those for whom they fight. Vinedressers, shepherds, 
all laborers, expect, and rightly expect, that their labor 
will result in their livelihood. It is a basic and accepted 
principle that men are entitled to live of their labor and 
partake of its fruits. 

And Paul does not fail to answer the sanctimonious 
or ignorant objection to the argument he advances. He 
has in mind the one who would say, “These secular 
principles have no application to sacred things.” And he 
repudiates the objection and dismisses it with the words, 
“Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law also?” 


The Law Says So 


Put another way, Paul is saying, “J am not bringing 
into a sacred area principles which apply only in secular 
matters. Does not the law say, “Thou shalt not muzzle 
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the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn’? The 
ox must be allowed to live by its labor. The Lord says 
so. As it tramps out the grain, it must be allowed to 
feed itself, mouthful by mouthful, as it goes on with 
its work.” 

And this, the apostle continues, was not said in the 
law because God had a special care for oxen. It was 
said rather to give expression to the law which must 
regulate the connection between all laborers and their 
work, that he that plows might plow in hope, might 
have a personal interest in his work, and thus give him- 
self ungrudgingly to it, knowing that he himself will be 
the first to benefit from it. 

Paul then advances a third reason why it is right for 
the minister to be supported from the work he engages 
in. “If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it 
a great thing if we shall reap your carnal [material] 
things?” It is only natural that the souls benefited and 
saved by the preaching of the gospel, out of a feeling of 
irrepressible gratitude, would wish to free the messen- 
gers of God’s grace from the necessity of laboring in 
secular employments for their own support, and make 
it possible to continue their holy work of preaching the 
good news of the grace of God to others. 

And lastly, Paul argues from the Levitical usage to 
the Christian. Levites and priests had by God’s com- 
mand been maintained by the tithes of His people as 
they carried forward their teaching and saving ministry. 
“Do you not know,” Paul asks, “how the priests are 
supported; how they get their living ‘of the things of the 
temple’? That is, of the things which are brought in as 
tithes and offerings from the followers of God?” 

Having thus pointed directly to the tithing law, Paul 
writes: “Even so [in this same way, the tithing way] 
hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the 
gospel shall live of the gospel.” 
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This brings the tithing system over into the gospel 
era as the ordained and divinely appointed method for 
the support of the Christian church. “Even so,” that is, 
just as the priests were supported by the tithes of God’s 
people, “even so,” precisely like that, by the payment 
of tithe, “hath the Lord ordained that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel.” 


How the Tithe Is to Be Used 


This passage also makes plain how the tithe, as it is 
brought over from Jewish to Christian usage, is to be 
employed. It is not for building churches, for benevolent 
work, for charity, for Sabbath school offerings, for 
church expense, or for anything of like character. It is 
solely for the support of those “which preach the gos- 
pel,” and for the maintenance of their work in preach- 
ing the gospel. The work of taking the gospel to the 
world is to be paid for from the tithe. 

The Founder of the Christian church endorsed the 
tithing plan when He said: 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone.” Matthew 23:23. 

The scribes and Pharisees were putting the emphasis 
in their religious practice on the minutie of their duty 
to God, on the lesser rather than the greater obliga- 
tions. Christ described them as scrupulously tithing even 
the little garden herbs, while neglecting the great mat- 
ters of judgment, mercy, and faith. These latter, the 
Lord declares, should have had first place with them; 
but the other, the application of the law of the tithe, 
even to the smaller things, was also to be observed. 
Without question this constitutes an endorsement of 
the practice of tithing by the Lord Jesus Himself. 
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The Wisdom of God Displayed 


In ordinary tithing as the financial plan for the Chris- 
tian church, the wisdom of God is apparent. It fits the 
needs of man as well as the needs of the church. It 
unites the individual believer in the most intimate and 
loving fellowship and partnership with his divine Lord 
seven days of the week. 

In the area of the day-by-day business of life the 
tithing plan furnishes the opportunity to prove the 
promises of God. Someone has declared that one verse 
in every thirteen in the Old Testament, and one verse 
in every seven in the New Testament, has some refer- 
ence or relation to temporal and material blessings. We 
are inclined to overlook these and confine God by our 
unbelief to the so-called spiritual phases of life. 

We expect, of course, to meet our Lord at the 
services of worship in His house on the Sabbath day. 
We fail to look for Him in the shop, the office, the 
factory, the field, the kitchen, in our daily employments. 
One gracious purpose of His tithing plan is to relate the 
six days of toil to Him, and thus to hallow that toil. 
His desire is for us to discover Him in the midst of the 
temporalities of life in order that we may learn how 
much He cares for us. The Lord delights to draw near 
to His believing children in every sphere and aspect of 
human life to show Himself strong in their behalf. 
He loves to be trusted and counseled with in all things 
that enter our lives. 

It would have been no difficult thing for the Creator 
of all things to contrive a system for the support of 
His great enterprise of human salvation which would 
be wholly independent of man. The silver and the gold 
are His. Instead of doing so, however, He devised a 
plan which involves the development of His believing 
children by bringing them into partnership with Him- 
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self in the employments of daily life and in the great 
work with which He has commissioned His church. 

Tithing is the Scriptural way, the New Testament 
way, the gospel way, of honoring God with our sub- 
stance and the first fruits of our increase. In this way 
we respect and observe the law He has made for our 
good and His glory. In this way we meet the condition 
upon which His promise is based. 

Then, if we pay Him the first dollar out of every 
ten, and the remaining nine should be found to be 
inadequate for our needs, we show a living faith in Him 
when we deposit the dollar in His storehouse in accord- 
ance with His Word. That dollar, and its deposit in the 
storehouse, becomes a genuine prayer of faith which 
rises to our Lord, to whom we have dedicated our all 
and from whom we look for added blessings of which 
we stand in need. 


The Prayer From the Contribution Plate 


Bear in mind that not all prayers are audible, or 
spoken with the lips. Some rise from contribution plates 
and never fail of an answer. In this way we learn how 
faithful God is and how worthy of our trust. 

The trade-mark of His name is upon the loaves of 
our daily bread. All the bounties which bless our lives 
are traceable to Him, and there are no second causes. 
We receive life from Him and all things necessary to 
sustain life. And we return to Him His portion in loving 
worship. 

We may, indeed, find it necessary to live from “hand 
to mouth.” But it is from the Lord’s hand to our mouths. 
And that hand is never too late in meeting our need. 

It may be that there are many hungry mouths to be 
fed and many bodies to be clothed and many persons 
to be sheltered in our families. It is altogether possible 
there are many minds in our care thirsting for the 
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knowledge of the schools and colleges. Worldly pru- 
dence would caution: It is foolish and wasteful to 
give this money away when my needs are so great, 
and when tomorrow’s needs are likely to be greater, 
and then in a short time may come that “rainy day” 
when I will be headed for poverty if I do not have a 
large amount of reserve. 

That is the voice of prudence. But if you will listen 
to the voice of God, there will be disclosed for you a 
truer prudence, and you will come to say: “I am not 
giving this money away. I am paying the Lord His share 
in the profits of our partnership as an evidence and 
token that I trust Him to supply both the present and 
future needs of my family and help us prepare for that 
‘rainy day’ should it come.” 

Ah, there is joy in this blessed fellowship and partner- 
ship. Have you found it? Have you proved God in this 
matter of the tithe? Have you ever honestly inquired, 
“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits 
toward me?” 

Those benefits—are they greater or less than His an- 
cient people received? If greater, why should we render 
less than they? 

Will you not, even now, vow to the Lord as did 
Jacob, “Of all thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee”? 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


How Sunday Is to Be Observed 


seventh day of the week “is the Sabbath of the 

Lord thy God.” They know also that on this 
seventh day they are to lay aside all secular activities 
and employments and devote the day wholly to the 
sacred activities of worship and religion. This they are 
commanded plainly in the Ten Commandments. (Exo- 
dus 20:8-11.) 

_ But the first day of the week also has its uses in the 
activities of Christians. The New Testament does not 
neglect to instruct us in the way that the first day is to 
be used in order to meet the mind of the Lord. 

It is to be used, not as a day of churchgoing and 
worship, but as a day of secular activity and of settling 
our individual accounts with God. The people of God 
have not only a worship relation to the Lord but a 
business relation as well. They are not alone to bring 
their praise and thanksgiving to their God and Saviour; 
they are to bring as well their tithes and offerings. 


B sve STUDENTS know, of course, that the 


The Resumption of Secular Labor 


Their worship relation runs, of course, through all 
days, but the seventh day is set apart as the day on 


8 113 


114 The Legion of the Tenth 


which all business activities and secular employments 
are to be laid aside. The whole day is to be given to 
God and His worship. It is His “holy day,” “the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God,” and is to be so observed. The 
first day of the week is the day appointed by God for 
the resumption of secular labor and business activities, 
and the first order of business is to be our financial 
arrangements and settlements with our Lord. 

Here are the words in which this inspired instruction 
is given: 

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do 
ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 
there be no gatherings when I come. And when I come, 
whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them 
will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.” 
1 Corinthians 16:1-3. 

This passage has been made the basis for a claim that 
the early Christian churches were accustomed to hold 
their services of worship on the first day of the week 
and take up a collection at these meetings. The passage, 
however, does not support such a claim, for it does not 
say anything of the kind. 

Paul here gives no instruction to hold weekly meetings 
of worship or of any other kind. He was not giving in- 
struction regarding weekly collections. He was referring 
to a single collection, a general gathering of funds 
from all his churches for the famine-stricken saints at 
Jerusalem. This collection was not to be taken up at a 
service of worship. It was to be accumulated each first 
day of secular affairs in the homes of the individual 
believers, and Paul intended to gather it when he 
arrived and carry it to the Jerusalem believers. 

Instead of holding a meeting on the first day of the 
week, “every one” was to “lay by him in store” until 
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Paul’s arrival. Their gift was not to be put into a public 
collection. There were to be no public “gatherings.” 
It was to be laid by “in store” at home. Then at Paul’s 
arrival this stored gift was to be placed in Paul’s hands 
for conveyance to Jerusalem for the relief of “the saints” 
at that place who were suffering want. 


Casting Up Accounts With God 


This special relief fund was made up on the first 
day of the week because that was the beginning of the 
week’s secular employment. The believers had observed 
the Sabbath the day before, on the seventh day. That 
Sabbath was ended. Their minds and activities were 
turning again to the business and secular employments 
from which they derived their livelihood. But in these, 
as in all other things, they were admonished to put 
God first and begin their week of labor by casting up 
accounts and settling their financial affairs with God. 

So, on this first of the days of business and labor, 
they were before all else to reckon up their obligations 
to God and to do it on the basis of the degree to which 
God had prospered them. One tenth of their income 
was to be computed and set aside as tithe, to be taken 
into the “storehouse” the following seventh day, the 
holy Sabbath of the Lord. Then, too, “as God had 
prospered them,” and out of thankful hearts, they 
were to compute the amount of their freewill offerings. 
Having done that, and also as the prospering hand of 
their heavenly Father had been upon them, they were to 
determine the amount to be given to this special relief, 
which Paul was raising from all his churches, and 
“lay by” this amount in “store,” awaiting the arrival 
of the apostle. 

There emerges from this instruction the proper way, 
the Bible way, for the observance of Sunday by Chris- 
tians. It is to be used as a day for settling financial 
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obligations due to God, a day for determination of tithe 
amount and the contributions or offerings to be made 
in addition to the tithe for the various enterprises and 
projects of God’s cause—the support of missions, the 
Sabbath school offerings, the church expense, and simi- 
lar offerings. All financial dealings with and obligations 
to God are to be computed and settled. 

That is the use to which, according to Paul, Chris- 
tians could well afford to put the first day. 


Offerings in Addition to Tithe 


Let me now emphasize this matter of “offerings.” 

I have said much about the importance of tithes. Not 
more, I think, than ought to be said. But I would not 
overlook the fact that an important part of God’s plan 
is “offerings,” and this has been greatly ignored even 
by many of those who have been advocates of the law 
of the tithe. 
_ By the prophet Malachi the Lord accused His peo- 
ple of robbing Him of both “tithes and offerings.” 
Many associate the term “offering” with the sacrifices 
presented to the Lord upon the tabernacle altar as 
atonement for sin. But there are other Scriptural uses 
for the term. | 

When materials were being assembled and prepared 
for the construction of Solomon’s great temple at Jeru- 
salem, the record declares: 

“Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered will- 
ingly, because with perfect heart they offered willingly 
to the Lord; and David the king also rejoiced with 
great joy.” 1 Chronicles 29:9. 

The tithes of the people were for the support of the 
priests and Levites and their teaching ministry. Their 
offerings, in addition to the tithe, were for special ob- 
jects, such as the erection, the equipment, and the 
furnishings of the tabernacle and the temple. 
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To many who are in the glorious light of the gospel, 
it comes with a sense of surprise, sometimes even of 
shock, that they are expected to bring to the Lord a 
tithe of their income, as well as offerings. The ancient 
people of God did more. They paid two tithes, and 
some years a third tithe, as well as freewill offerings. 

The Jew lived in the shadow of the gospel. We live 
in its noontide glory. The Jew looked forward to the 
coming of the Messiah. We rejoice in the full benefits 
of His coming. The Jew was moved by the law. In addi- 
tion to law we have the gospel. The Jew had a few 
hundred square miles to build a nation for God. We 
have the whole world to evangelize and prepare for the 
coming King. Certainly, then, we have incentives to do 
at least as much as the Jew. Indeed, ought we not to 
do much more? 


Tithe Only a Minimum Standard 


This brings me to a truth about tithing which is often 
overlooked; and that is that it is a minimum standard. 
It was not intended that one tenth should be the meas- 
ure of the duty and privilege of all believers. The poor 
may not be able to go much beyond the tithe, though 
they must not bring less to God. But those in better 
circumstances are not to limit themselves to one tenth. 
It is wholly possible to bring a tithe and be stingy with 
the Lord. If our income should be large, we may find 
it easy to look at the large amount of the tithe paid and 
satisfy our conscience that that is enough when we 
compare it with what others do, or what we were able 
to do when we earned less. If we are able to pay tithe 
without making any sacrifice, without even feeling it, 
it is not sufficient. The basic principle of the gospel is 
sactifice. 

One argument used against the tithing plan is that 
those who have large incomes have a large amount left 





118 The Legion of the Tenth 


after paying a tithe in comparison with others who also 
tithe, and consequently the tithing system is neither 
equitable nor just. To so argue is to take no account 
of the second part of the divine plan—offerings. This 
equalizes the whole arrangement. We should give it 
the most thorough and careful study, keeping in mind 
that offerings come after we have paid the Lord the 
proportion which He has specified and what belongs to 
Him by the law of the tithe. After the tithe is paid, 
liberality and generosity begin, not before. We must 
be just and honest with God first; then we should be 
generous. 

An offering is a present. Like the tithe it should be 
presented to the Lord, and for it to be acceptable to 
Him requires on our part careful thought and heart 
searching. There must be a right motive. We do not give 
acceptable offerings to our earthly friends when our 
motives are not right. But they cannot see the motive; 
consequently they do not know. But God knows, for 
our hearts and our motives are open to Him. 


Not to a Cause, but to God 


Offerings may be used for certain causes. But they 
should not be given to causes; they should be given to 
God. God is a person. Causes are impersonal. The 
cause would not know the condition of the heart; God 
does. 

The making of offerings is a transaction between 
persons. We honor our Lord when our offerings to Him 
are motivated by love and self-denial. And “them that 
honour me, I will honour.” 

There can be no real offering when this personal re- 
lationship is omitted. A real offering presupposes an 
offer on the part of the donor. This originates in the 
soul and consciousness. He must decide thoughtfully 
and prayerfully how and what to give. An offering is 
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not something hammered out of a person. When it is 
so extracted, it is not an offering. 

The poor widow who gave all she had, amounting to 
“two mites,” honored God by her faith and sacrifice 
and was honored in return. There are those who out of 
their rich store give an insufficient sum, a niggardly 
proportion of their wealth, and audaciously designate it 
as “the widow’s mite.” They are wrong. Nothing short 
of their entire possessions would be entitled to such a 
name. 

Real spiritual giving requires a thoroughgoing cleans- 
ing of heart and motive as a preparation. We see this in 
Malachi’s words when he wrote of the Lord’s return: 
“And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: 
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in 
the days of old, as in former years.” Malachi 3:3, 4. 
Money now, when squeezed out of an unwilling heart 
or made by worldly methods and from unworthy mo- 
tives, is far from “pleasant unto the Lord.” 

We, too, need the Refiner’s fire and the Fuller’s soap 
to cleanse our hearts of impure motives and unholy 
affections that we may be enabled to present pleasant 
offerings unto the Lord. 


CHAPTER SIXTEEN 


The Legion of the Tenth 


on the law of tithes and offerings, I am influ- 

enced by an urgent impulse to invite you to 
become a member of an ancient and honorable organi- 
zation—The Legion of the Tenth. 

It consists of the great company of earnest and de- 
voted followers of God who in all ages, from the very 
earliest times until now, have faithfully put God first in 
all their concerns and manifested this priority in the 
faithful bringing of “the whole tithe” into “the store- 
house.” 

This great company—who in all things give the Lord 
the first place in their lives, their work, their business, 
and in all their concerns—are those to whom God de- 
lights to fulfill His promises and pour out His blessing. 
It is to them He opens the windows of heaven in over- 
whelming benefits. They have chosen Him, and He has 
chosen them. | 


A S WE COME to this closing study of this series 


A Worldwide Brotherhood 


The Legion of the Tenth has its members in all parts 
of the earth. They speak all languages. They live in all 
climes. It is because of their faithfulness that the glori- 
ous gospel of a risen and coming Saviour is advancing 
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with steady strides into all the world, to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. 

It is a supreme honor to be numbered among the 
members of this legion. They are those who have 
faced and honestly made a great decision, the greatest 
in human life, to give themselves clear away to do the 
will of Another rather than their own, to make God first 
in all their planning. 

They keep that decision always before them as they 
are called upon to make minor decisions. In every phase 
of human endeavor and every aspect of human life the 
vital and determining factor with them is that they be- 
long to Another, rather than to themselves, that God 
must be first in all things. 

To remind themselves always of this, to keep it ever 
present in their thoughts, associations, and relationships, 
they steadfastly and unfailingly observe with scrupulous 
and loving care the ancient and present divine law of 
the tithe, bringing continuously the first fruits of all 
their increase to the Lord. 

They have taken as their guiding motto, and elevated 
it into a sacred vow, the ages-old determination of the 
patriarch Jacob, made after he had been shown a vision 
of God and discerned that heaven was connected with 
earth. 

“And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in the way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,... 
then shall the Lord be my God; .. . and of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 
Genesis 28:20-22. 


Their Vow and Motto 


That has become the motto and vow of the members 
of the Legion of the Tenth. Only they have brought it 
into a Christian form by wording it as follows; 
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“Because my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
has pledged His word to be with me always, even 
unto the end of the world, and keep me in the way 
that I go, and give me my daily bread, and raiment 
to put on, and shelter for my head; and because He 
has pledged Himself to open to me the windows of 
heaven and pour out upon me and my affairs the 
overwhelming blessings of His providential care 
and prospering hand, and because He has died in 
my stead and saved me by His grace; I now take 
Jehovah to be my God, and of all that He gives me, 
I WILL SURELY GIVE THE TENTH UNTO 
HIM.” 


The members of the legion recognize and acknowl- 
edge the advantages of the law of tithes and offerings. 
They enter into a covenant with their Lord by which 
the whole tithe of each member’s income is put into 
the church treasury—the Lord’s storehouse—the next 
Sabbath after it is received. This is the Scriptural plan 
and they willingly adopt it. 

This enables them to deal personally with God. It 
emphasizes the truth that God’s gracious personality is 
involved in their financial transactions with Him as in 
other forms of worship. They are not contributing pri- 
marily to different impersonal forms of benevolent and 
religious enterprises and church projects. They are 
paying tithe and making offerings to God, their Father, 
and to Christ, their Saviour. 

They do not fail to recognize that following the di- 
vine plan enables them to get their own hands off God’s 
tithe as quickly as possible. This, they know, is impor- 
tant. It saves them from the temptation to borrow from 
sacred funds in time of stress and emergency. 

They always pay their Lord first in accord with the 
rule laid down by Him: “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
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God, and his righteousness; and all these things [the 
things that supply our temporal needs] shall be added 
unto you.” Matthew 6:33. 


Their Covenant 


The covenant of the legion is as follows: 


“At the end of each week, or whenever received, 
I will count out one tenth of my income from 
wages, gifts, salary, profits, rents, interest, divi- 
dends, or other resources, enclose the amount in 
an envelope upon which my name is inscribed, and 
place it in the collection plate or basket or hand it 
to the church treasurer at the Sabbath service of 
worship. In the event of illness or other disability 
the money will be sent to the church or held until 
I am able again to attend.” 


This is the covenant you are asked to enter into. 
This is the legion you are invited to join. You will then 
be recognizing God, not only as Saviour and in the 
domain of Providence, but also in the realm of the 
material and temporal. You will then be taking God 
into the workshop, into the office, into the bank, into 
the kitchen, the school, and into the family counsels. 
You take Him with you into every department of life 
and labor. You recognize His lordship over all that has 
any place in your life. 

And if our religion does not enter into all these 
phases of life, it is of little use. If our Lord does not 
go with us into all our activities, our religious life is 
impoverished and sickly. You will recall that when our 
Lord was on earth, He was the companion of fishermen, 
of the men who sat at the seat of custom. He did not 
keep aloof from them. He went into their homes. He 
visited their sick. He went about doing good. 
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He is going about now, still doing good, still desiring 
to companion with us in the way, to enter into all our 
affairs as Counselor and Guide. In all our family prob- 
lems, the problems of business, of work, and all our 
activities, He is standing by, waiting for you to invite 
Him to share them with you. 


“We Will Put God First” 


When you have these problems before you—and who 
is there who does not face them all the time?—have you 
learned to say, ““We will put God first”? He would have 
you do so much and thus come into the place of bless- 
ing. 

Many are disposed to say, “But if we pay God that 
tenth, where shall we be? We shall be worse off than 
ever.” But the Legionnaires of the Tenth have learned 
to say: 

“We will turn that problem over to God and let Him 
take care of it. We will put God first. We will not touch 
His tithe. It is not ours anyway. Simple honesty re- 
quires us to bring it to the One to whom it belongs. We 
must be honest to begin with, else we rob God. So we 
shall put God first and pay Him His tenth. We will obey 
the Word of God no matter what comes; and we will 
dare to believe that when we do that, put God first, He 
will honor us and bring to us the blessing, the over- 
whelming blessing, He has promised if we thus prove 
and trust Him. We will trust Him to make the nine 
tenths meet our every need.” 

That is to be a true legionnaire. They put God first. 
They recognize that they have not only an invisible 
Lord but also an invisible Creator. They learn to walk 
by faith in this matter of the tithe. Not to walk by faith 
is taking to yourself the grave responsibility of meeting 
all your need with the ten tenths. The legionnaire, hon- 
oring God with His tithe, transfers to the Maker of 











126 The Legion of the Tenth 


heaven and earth the responsibility of making ends 
meet with nine tenths. 


My Lord, Henceforth—and Always 


That principle, literally and faithfully applied, enters 
into the pleasures, the daily life, the food eaten, the 
clothes worn, of the legionnaires. They go forward with 
the conviction that the Lord goes with them as they take 
the path of duty. They do not take it alone. They know 
He will make possible to them that which without His 
presence would be impossible. 

To them God is not an absentee God, remote from 
them, dwelling far off in the heavens. He is not a mere 
historical Person of whose doings they read in their 
Bibles. They bring Him into their families, their homes, 
their businesses. Their unfailing testimony is, “When 
the ten tenths was not sufficient for my needs, God, in 
some way I cannot understand, stretched the nine tenths 
until it was bigger, and would do more, than the ten 
tenths. He always does for us what He promised He 
would do.” 

In this way their every thought becomes an act of 
worship, and God is recognized in all the activities of 
their lives. It is a great choice they have made, the 
choice between ten tenths minus God, and nine tenths 
plus the Almighty. 

Will you join them in putting God’s faithfulness and 
God’s power to the proof? Will you recognize that not 
only the tenth belongs to God, and make sure that He 
gets it, but also that all the ten tenths belong to Him, 
and all you have, and are, and you yourself? “Ye are 
not your own, for ye are bought with a price.” 

Will you not now say, “Yes, the Legion of the Tenth 
is mine. The battle has been fought, the victory won, 
won by my Lord. Here I am. He shall be Lord hence- 
forth—and always.” 
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To the readers of 
THE LEGION OF THE TENTH: 


It has been impressed upon me that some 
who have followed these outlines, and who 
have been convinced they should bring their 
tithe to God, may be uncertain where they 
should pay it, and would welcome a sugges- 
tion. 

If that should be your case, my suggestion 
is that you ask the publishers of this book 
where to pay your tithe, or send it directly 
to them for placement in God’s storehouse. 


—CARLYLE B. HAYNES. 


